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POSTSCRIPT. The Intelligencer of this morning 
states that it was understood at 1] o’clock last mght, at 
the capitol, that the nominations of Mr. Cusnine, to the 
ireasurv,and Mr. Wisk. to France, were rejected—and 
that of Mr. Irwin, to Denmark, had been confirmed. 
Report says, that the nomination of Mr. Smrru, as col- 
lector of the port of Philadelphia, was also rejected. 


STATE DEBTS. Amongst the proceedings of the 
house of representatives.on the 2d inst., we find that, 

Mr. Cost Jounson, from the select committe to 
whom the subject had been referred, made a report 
infavor of issuing $200,000,000 of U.S. stock.— 
The report with accompanying documents, after some 
debate, was ordered to be printed. ‘lhe order to 

















Nott had gecupied positions opposite to eath other 


at Cabul fd remained awaiting General McCaskill’s 
return from Kohistansys'The~kettér with his corps 
rejoined them on the 7th October. Preparations had 
already been»makMg for destruction. Cabul, the 
pride of central Asia, and which last year contained 

00.souls, is now aheapof ruins. Its annual reve- 
nues had been £20,000 levied at the rate of 2 per cent. 
on goods sold, whose amount reached one million. 
The grand bazaar contained 2,000 separate stores 
forming an elegant arcaded street 600 by 30 feet. 
On the 9th October Colonel Richmond received or- 
ders to enter the city with a company of sappers and 
miners and to commence the work of destruction. It 
continued for two days. On the morfiing of the 11th 
the fine and glorious edifice of Ali Murdua Khan, the 
grand emporium of this part of Asia, became a heap 
of rhigs. The alleged apology was the insult offered 
there to the remains of the assassinated McNaughten. 
Istaliff, Guzni, and other cities had already been 


‘You will, yourselves, with al! honor, transmit the 
gates of sandal wood through your respective terri- 
tories, to the restored temple of Somnath. 

“The chiefs of Sirhind shall be informed at what 
time our victorious army will first deliver the gates 
of the temple into their guardianship, at the foot of 
the bridge of the Sutlei. 

‘My brothers and friends—I have ever relied with 
confidence upon your attachment to the British gov- 
ernment. You see how worthy it proves itself of 
yours love, when regarding your honor as its own, it 
exerts the power ofits arms to restore to you the 
gates of the temple of Somnath, so long the memo- 
rial of your subjection to the Affghans. 

“For myself, identified with you in interest and 
in feeling, | regard with all your own enthusiasm 
the high achievements of that heroic army, reflect- 
| ing alike immortal honor upon my native and my 
| adopted country. 
| « To preserve and to improve the happy union of 
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ruined. A mosque contiguous to the grand bazaar, our two countries, necessary as it is to the welfare 
all the quarters with the exception of Balla Hissar | of both, is the constant object of my thoughts. Upon 
and the Kuzzilbash houses, are now all a mass of | that union depends the security of every ally, as 
ruins. The atrocities of the ferocious devastations of | well as of every subject of the British government, 
past times have beenemulated. Having accomplish-| from the miseries whereby, in former times, India 
ed this, the army moved on Gundamuk which they | was afflicted; through that alone has our army now 








print an extra number of that and the adverse reports 
of the committee on ways and means, on the propo-| 
sition, was pending still. 













reached on the 18th, after devastating and burning waved its triumphant standards over the ruins of 
every thing in their way. On the 2ist general Pol- |; Ghuznee, and planted them upon the Bala Hissar of 
he resolutions appended to Mr. Johnson’s report, | lock with the first division reached Jellalabad, and | Cabul. 
ian idlown Lik nt | general Nott arrived on the 24th. The same work | “May that good Providence, which has hitherto 
Resolved, That it is expedient to employ the credit | of destruction was here re-enacted. Jellalabad sur- | rs mage er seipiege tn haw, still extend . mel re 
of the government of the U. States for the relief of the | V!V€S In but its name. On the 27th the first division | favor, that | may so use.the power now intrusted to 
states to the extent prayed for by the memorialists. }marched for Dakka, and finally the whole army suc- | my hands, as to advance your prosperity and secure 
Resolved, That committee be instructed to | ceeded, with the loss of some lives and much baggage | your happiness, by placing the union of our two 
prepare and repert a bill accordingly. 


‘tothe rear division, in effecting their disgraceful re-, countries upon foundations which may render it 

J. Q. Apams, proposed the following substitute for | treat by clearing the great Khyber defiles. General | eternal. ELLEN BOROUGH. 
the said resolutions: | Nott was then to move through the dominions of Ma-| The French journals comment upon the evacua- 
Resolved, That the repudiation by any state of this | harajah the Sikh monarch, with his force-in six bri- | tion of Affghanistan by the British in very severe 
union of any debt to foreigners, contracted by au- | gades. Magy expressions are given of the propriety | terms, and represent the event as one disgraceful 
thority of the Jegislature of said state, 1s a violation of extending the direct sway of the government over | and dishonorable to England—more so than any event 
of the constitution of the United States, in the first | that ally, as some doubts are evinced of the loyalty | of the present century. The London Chronicle says, 








| paragraph of the teath section of thefirst article, of the Sikhs to the British power. General Pollock 


‘in relation to this matter: 





which provides that no state shall pass any law im- | 
pairing the obligation of contracts. | 
Resolved, That if any state of this union shall, by | 
ar in consequence of such repudiation, invole her- | 
self in war with any foreign power, the congress of | 
the United States has no power to involve them, or} 
any other of the states of this union, or the people | 
| thereof, in such war. | 
Resolved, That, in the event of sucha war, the state | 
involving herself therein will cease thereby to be a! 
state of this union, and will have no right or claim | 
to aid in her defence from the United States, or any 
| one of them. 
His motion to print this substitute, was negatived; | 
| ayes 72, nays 103. 
The whole subject was then laid on the table. 





THE ‘TREATY OF WASHINGTON. The bill 
appropriating the funds to carry the treaty into effect, 
has passed, both houses of congress. 3 
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IRELAND. 

Mr. O'Connell has published a letter to the people 
of Ireland, in which hesays: ‘1 am able at present, 
Without doubt of difficulty, to announce that the crisis 
has come upon us when, if the people of Ireland, the 
clergy and laity will but combine in their over- 
Whelming majority, the repeal of the umon is all 
but immediate, and the commencement of a new 
era of Irish prosperity is at hand.’? He enumerates 
“five great measures”. as the basis upon which he 
seeks “to combine all Irishmen in the struggle for 
the repeal of the union: “Firstly, the total abolition 
of the tithe rent-charge. Secondly, fixity of tenure 
for the occupying tenants. Thirdly, the encourage- 
tient and perfecting Irish manufactures. Fourthly, 
complete suffrage and vote by ballot. Fifthly, aboli- 
tion of the present poor law, and augmentation of 
Well regulated charitable institutions.” The present 
year—‘]843—.is, and shall be, the great repeal year.” 

NDIA. 

General Pollock left Cabul on his retreat on the 12h 
October, and by the 7th of November all the divi- 
sions of the army had cleared the Khyber passes. 


reached the Punjaub, although several times at-| “Unfortunately we cannot gainsay these reproaches 
tacked, and lost some men. In one of the attacks of our neighbors. We can only blush as we own 
the loss was 12 killed and 49 wounded. their truth. There is not a quality that renders hu- 

The forces under General England had also reach-| man actions despicable which Lord Ellenborough 
ed Scinde. Both generals destroyed the fortresses’ has not contrived to combine in his evacuation of 
they passed on their march, and laid waste the coun- | Affghanistan; retreat, precipitation, idle saciifices of 


try. | the lives of our own soldiers, useless butchery of the 
The governor general had issued orders for the re-|Jeast offending of our foes, infantine vengeance 


lease of all the Atighan prisoners, including Dost Ma-| wreaked on stone walls—not on the walls of for- 
homed_and his wives. NS tresses, but of commercial bu:ldings—whilst shouis 
He had also issued orders terminating the func- | and fetes of victory are contradicted by abandon- 


| tions of all political officers in Scinde and Beloochis- | ment of guns and loss of baggage. Henceforth, the 


tan. Only a military establishment was to be kept Constitutionnel observes, Affghanistan is a Russian 
up in those countries, sir Charles Napier having the | province; the simultaneous cruelty and retreat of the 
command. | English have made it so. 

There was to be a magnificent review by the go-' Speaking of the above proclamation by the govern- 
vernor generai, on thgmost extensive scale, at Feroze-| or general, an English paper says: “It is enough to 
pore. Jt was to outshine all former exhibitions of; produce his immediate recall, and such language is 


Anglo Indian splendor. The returning army was to | not at all in accordance with English feelings or prac- 
march through a triumphal arch, there was to be a} tice.” 
MEXICO. 


gorgeous pavillion erected, &c. &c. 

The presence of Dost Mohammed is to add to the!" Tare Siece. Campeachy, February 6th. There was 
imposing pageant. The Aflghan throne has now se-| 9 skirmish on the Ist, in which the Mexicans lost 35 
veral claimants; the son of Dost Mohammed, Akber, | ki}Jed and 18 wounded including 2 captains, 1 lieu- 
who had refused to give up the British captives in| tenant, and 1 sergeant. 
exchange for his father, and also the posterity of Shah Qn the second, another encounter took place near 
Soojah. St. Roman, in which the Yucatains were rather worst- 

The governor general was making arrangements! eq. To redeem their characters however, a com- 
on an extensive scale for improving the navigation of | pany of volunteers was raised of the energetic and 
the Indus and the Sutledge. A number of steamboats ¢hiyalrous youth, who on the morning of the 4th 
were to be kept running, and the roads leading to; whilst it was yet dark, sallied forth to regain the 
both rivers were to be improved, &c. ‘emientia Ghina, in rear of the city, which had been 
Proclamation from the Governor General to all the’ put in possession of the besiegers by treachery soon 

princes and chiefs and people of India. ‘after their arrival. The Yucatains carried the post 

‘My brothers and my frieuds—our victorious ar-| at the point of the bayonet without firing a gun 




























my bears the gates of the temple of Somnath in 
triumph from Affghanistan, and’ the despoiled tomb 
of Sujtan Mahmoud looks upon the ruins of Ghuz- 
nee. 

“The insult of 300 years is at Jast avenged. The 
gates of the temple of Somnath, so long the memo- 
rial of your humiliation, are become the proudest 
record of your national glory—the proof of your 
superiority in arms over the nations beyond the 
Indus. 

“To you princes and chiefs of Sirhind, of Raj- 
warra, of Malwa, and Guzerat, [ shal] commit this 





On September 30th, the divisions under Pollock and ' 
Vol: X1V—Sie. 1. 


though not without considerable loss, say fifty killed 
and one hundred wounded. Between three and four 
hundred Mexicans were slaughtered, and amongst 
them was General Anprabge, commander of the ar- 
tillery, a son of Sanra Anna, four captains, and three 
lieutenants. ‘The heights are said to We of great im- 
portance to the place. 

Letters received at Merida represent the camp of 
the Mexicans as in a state of disorganization, and that 
at a council of officers convened by General Minon 
for the purpose of swearing them to conform to the 
new order of things in Mexico, Gen. Morales and 





bglorious trophy of successful war. 


commissary Molina refused to sign, and were sus 
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oe from command. It is also stated that Gen. his resignation until the close of the session of con- 
inon himself had thrown up his command m con- gress, when the president would be sole arbiter of 
sequence of some insulting orders from the secretary the cabinet appointments, at least until next session 
of war, and the general command had devolved on of congress. This proves to be unfounded. He has 
Coli. Baragan. ‘ resigned. 

The Mexican fleet. especially the sailing vessels,; The hon. Cares Cusnine, now a member.of the 
are fearful of a visit from Com. Moore, and seldom ; house of representatives, was nominated to the se- 


venture Out. inate on the 2d inst. by the president, as secretary of 
GUATEMALA. 


the treasury, vice Forwanp,resigned. 
Dates to the 17th December are received, which 
confirm the previous rumor that the state of Costa | RESIGNATION. The hon. Ruel Williams, a) 
Rica had at last consented to the federal union of | member of the United States senate, from Maine, 
the other states of Central America, to which she was | has resigned his seat in that body. His term of ser- 
invited in October Jast. The principles of the new vice expires with his present term. 
federal government formed by Guatemala, Hondu- 
ras, Nicaragua, Salvador and Costa Rica, are de-| IMPORTANT LEGAL DECISION. The fol- 
clared to be those which shall best tend to the gene- | lowing decision of the supreme court of the United 
ral defence from extraneous assaults, and also secure States, goes to pronounce not only that all laws pas- 
the enjoyment of life, liberty and property within. | sed by state legislatures, which go to invalidate con- 
ARGENTINE AND ORIENTAL REPUBLICS. | tracts are unconstitutional, but also that what are 
We are indebted to capt. W.S Hoyt, late of ship called “relief laws,” ‘appraisement laws,” ‘stop 
Plato, (sold at Montevideo,) says the N. Y. Commer-. Jaws,” &c., are violations of contracts, and therefore 
cial, for El Nacional of Montevideo of December, 0U!] and void. : 
22 and La Gaceta of Buenos Ayres of the 15th.— | No. 58. Arthur Bronson, complainant, vs. John 
The latter consists of four sheets of sixteen pages, | H. Kinzie etal. on a certificate of division in opinion 
fifteen of which are filled with correspondence be-. between the judges of the circuit court of the U. S. 
tween governor Rosasand the French and British , for Illinois. ‘a is 
ministe:s, the latter having successively offered the! Mr. Chief Justice Taney delivered the opinion’ of 
mediation of their governments for the protracted | thiscourt—Ist. That the decree in this case should 
war leiween the Oriental and Argentine republics. | direct the premises to be sold at public auction to the 
The proffered mediation was in both cases declined | highest bidder, without regard to the law of the state, 
by Rcsas, and his reasons therefore are set forth at| Of 19th February, 1841, which gives the right of re- 
enormous length inthe correspondence. Casting our | demption to the mortgager for 12 months, and to the 
eyes upon the sixteenth page, we found there a num- | judgment creditor for fifteen months. 2d. That the 
ber of despatches. announcing an overwhelming de-| decree should direct the sale of the mortgaged premi- 
feat of the Orientals by general Oribe, at Arroyo | S€5 without being first valued by three house-holders, 
Grande, in the province of Entre Rios, on the 6th | and without requiring two-thirds of the amount of 
of December. The Oriental army. commanded by | the said valuation to be bid according to the law of 
Rivera in person, consisted of 8000 men. The| Feb. 27, 1841. 
slaughter is said to have been very great, and the ; 
whole of the infantry, artillery, tents, bagg: ge and | THE BRITISH TREATY. The Speaker laid 
‘munitions fell into the power of the victors, only the | before the house the following message from the pre- 
cavalry escaping by flight, hotly pursued by the Ar- | sident of the United States, in answer toa resolution 
gentines. One of the letters, dated the 7th, says that | Of this house, on the subject of the construction of 
Rivera himself had been made prisoner. In a word, | that portion of the treaty of Washington which re- 
the strength of the Unitarian party is represented as! lates to the right of visitation. 
completely broken. Washington, February 27, 1843. 
HAYTI. 


To the house of representatives: 
InsrrrecTion. Intelligence reached us a few days 











In compliance with the resolution of the house of 
since, of a formidable insurrection in the neighbor-| representatives of the 22d instant, requesting me to 
hood of Aux Cayes, about the 26th ult., which place | communicate to the house “‘whatever correspondence 
was threatened by the approach of 6 or 8000 of the | Of communication may have been received from the 
insurgents. Foreigners shipped every thing they | British government respecting the president's con- 
could, to be ready to escape. The general in com-| struction of the late British treaty concluded at Wash- 
mand ordered out the forces, and 2000 men were! ington, as it concerns an alleged right to visit Amer- 
quickly on post. The insurrection was promptly sup-| !¢an vessels,” [ herewith transmit a report made to 
pressed by the energetic action of the authorities.— | me by the secretary of state. 
President Boyer, and general Borcexa’s procia-| | have also thought proper to communicate copies 
mations speak in tones that denote decision. | of Lord Aberdeen’s letter of 20th December, 1841, 
| to Mr. Everett, Mr. Everett’s letter of the 23d De- 
———"| cember, in reply thereto, and extracts from several 
letters of Mr. Everett to the secretary of state. 


I cannot forego the expression of my regret at the 
apparent purport of a part of Lord Aberdeen’s des- 
patch to Mr. Fox. I had cherished the hope that all 
ys att possibility of misunderstanding as to the true con- 
States for the district of Georgia,in place of S. Cohen, | struction of the 8th article of the treaty lately con- 
resigned. cluded between Great Britain and the United States, 

Land officers, Thomas W. Newman, re-appointed | was precluded by the plain and well-weighed Jan- 
register at Washington, Mississippi. guage in which it is expressed. The desire of both 

John Barlow, re-appointed register at Genesee, governments is to put an end as speedily as possible 
Michigan. . ‘“ to the slave trade, and that desire,I need scarcely 

Isaac D. G. Nelson, appointed receiver at Fort| add, is as strongly and sincerely felt by the United 
Wayne, Indiana, vice Saml. Lewis, deceased. States as it can be by Great Britain. Yet it must 

David McGahey, receiver of public moneys for| not be forgotten that the trade, though now univer- 
the district of lands subject to sale at Palestine, in sally reprobated, was, up to a Jate period, prosecuted 
the state of Illinois, vice Augustus C. French, whose by all who chose to engage in it, and there were un- 
commission has expired. fortunately but very few christian powers whose sub- 
jects were not permitted and even encouraged to 
DIPLOMATIC. Henry A. Wise, at present a} share in the profits of what was regarded as a per- 
representative in congress, was on the 28th ult. nom-| fectly legitimate commerce. It originated at a period 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Alexander Drysdale, to be attorney of the United 





inated by President Tyler to be minister plenipoten-| Jong before the United States had become indepen: | 


tiary and envoy extraordinary to France. dent, and was carried on within our borders in oppo- 
Charge d’ Affairs to Denmark. Wiviiaw W. Irwin, | sition to the most earnest remonstrances and expostu- 
e€sq., was on the 2d inst. nominated to the U. S. se-| lations of some of the colonies in which ia which it 
nate for this station, by the president. was most actively prosecuted. ‘Those engaged in it 
Commodore Porrer of whose illness a report is| were as liitle liable to inquiry or interruption as any 
circulating —was on the contrary, though not hearty | others. Its character thus fixed by common consent 
et enjoying as good health as he has been permitted | and general practice, could only be changed by the 
or some time—so late as the 10th Dec. positive assent of each and every nation, expressed 


either in the form of municipal law of conventional 
CABINET MOVEMENTS. The week past has| arrangement. The United States led the way in ef- 


been rife with reports of movements in the cabinet. | forts to suppress it. They claimed no right to dic- 
Mr. Forwarp, secretary of the treasury, it is un-| tate to others, but they resolved, without waiting for 
derstood handed in his resignation of that office im-| the co-operation of other powers, to prohibit it to 





mediately, subsequent to the president's last message | their own citizens, and to visit its perpetration by | 


relative to the state of the finances. A report pre- them with condign punishment. Im ay safely affirm 
vailed the next day that as this would oblige the pre- 


: : pre-| that it never occurred to this government that any 
sident to make a nomination to Ue seiiale Of a person | new maritime right accrued to it irom the position it 
as his successor, Mr. I. was influenced to withdraw | had thus assumed in regard to the slave trade. If, 





before our laws for its suppression, the flag of every 
nation might traverse the ocean unquestioned by our 
cruisers, this freedom was not, in our Opinion, in the 
least abridged by our municipal legislation. — 

Any other doctrine, it is plain, would subject to an 
arbitrary and ever-varying system of maritime police 
adopted at will by the great naval power for the time 
being, the trade of the world in any places or in an 
articles which such power might see fit to prohibit 


to its own subjects or citizens. A principle of this 


ixind could scarcely be acknowledged without sub- 


jecting commerce to the risk of constant and harras- 
ring vexations. 

The attempt to justify such a pretension from the 
right to visit and detain ships upon reasonable sus- 
picion of piracy, would deservedly be exposed to 
universal condemnation, since it would be an attempt 
toconvert an established rule of maritime law, in- 
corporated as a principle into the international code 
by the consent of all nations, into a rule and princi- 
ple adopted by a single nation, and enforced only by 
its assumed authority. To seize and detain a ship 
upon suspicion of piracy. with probable cause and in 
good faith, affords no just ground either for complaint 
on the part of the nation whose flag she bears, or claim 
of indemnity on the part of the owner. The univer- 
sal law sanctions, and the common good requires, the 
existence of such arule. The right under such cir- 
cumstances, not only to visit and Jetain, but to search 
a ship, is a perfect right, and involves neither respon- 
sibility nor indemnity. But, with this single excep- 
tion, no nation has in time of peace, any authority 
to detain the ships of another upon the high seas on 
any pretext whatever beyond the limits of the terri- 
torial jurisdiction. And such, I am happy to find, 
is substantially the doctrine of Great Britaix herself, 
in her most recent official declarations, and even in 
those now communicated tothe house. These de- 
clarations may well lead us to doubt whether the ap- 
parent difference between the two governments is not 
rather one of definition than of principle. Not only 
is the right of search, properly so called, disclaimed 
by Great Britain, but even that of mere visit and in- 
quiry is asserted with qualifications inconsistent with 
the idea of a perfect right. 

In the despatch of Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Everett 
of the 20th of December, 1841, as also in that just 
received by the British minister in this country, made 
to Mr. Fox, his lordship declares that if, in spite of 
all the precaution which shall be used to prevent 
such occurrences, an American ship, by reason of 
any visit or detention by a British cruizer, ‘‘should 
suffer loss and injury, it would be followed by prompt 
and ample remuneration,” and in order to make 
more manifest her intentions in this respect, Lord 
Aberdeen, in the despatch of the 20thof December 
makes known to Mr. Everett the nature of the in- 
structions given to the British cruisers. These are 
such as, if faithfully observed, would enable the 
British government to approximate the standard ofa 
fair indemnity. That government has_ in several 
cases fulfilled her promises in this particular by mak- 
ing adequate reparation for damage done to our com- 
merce. It seems obvious to remark, that a right 
which is only to be exercised under such restrictions 
aud precautions, and risk, in case of any assignable 
damage, to be followed by the consequences of a 
trespass, can scarcely be considered any thing more 
than a privilege asked for, and either conceded or 
withheld on the usual principles of international 
comity. 


The principles laid down in Lord Aberdeen’s des- 
patches, and the assurances of indemnity therein 
held out, although the utmost reliance was placed 
on the good faithof the British government, were 
not regarded by the executive as a sufficient security 
against the abuses which Lord Aberdeen admitted 
might arise in even the most cautious and moderate 
exercise of their new maritime police; and, there- 
fore, in my message at the opening of the last ses 
sion, 1 set forth the views entertained by the execu- 
tive on this subject, and substantially affirmed both 
our inclination and ability to enforce our own laws, 
protect our flag from abuse, and acquit ourselves of 
all our duties and obligations on the high seas. In 
view of these assertions, the treaty of Washington 
was negotiated, and upon consultation with the Bri- 
tish negotiator as tu the quantum of force necessary 
to be employed in order to attain these objects, the 
result to which the most deliberate estimate led was 
embodied in the eighth article of the treaty. 

Such were my views at the time of negotiating 
that treaty, and such, in my opinion, is-its plain and 





fair interpretation. I regarded the eighth article as 
| removing all possible pretext, on the ground of mere 
necessity, to visit and detain our ships upon the Alrt- 
can coast because of any alleged abuse of our lag by 
slave traders of other nations We had takep upon 
,ourselves the burden oi preventing any such abuse 
| by stipulating to furnish an armed force regarded by 
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both the high contracting parties as sufficient to ac- 
complish that object. 

Denying, as we did, and do, all color of right to 
exercise any such general police over the flags of in- 
dependent nations, we did not demand of Great Bri- 
tain any formal renunciation of her pretension, still 
less had we the idea of yielding any thing ourselves 
jn that respect. We chose to make a practical set- 
tlement of the question. This we owed to what we 
had already done upon this subject. The honor of the 
country called for it; the honor of its flag demanded 
that it should not be used by others to cover an ini- 
quitous traffic. This government, I am very sure, 
has both the inclination and the ability to do this; 
and, if need be, it will not content itself with a fleet 
of eighty guns, but sooner than any foreign govern- 
ment shall exercise the province of executing its 
laws anc fulfilling its obligations, the highest of 
which is to protect its flag alike from abuse or insult, 
jt would, 1 doubt not, put in requisition for that pur- 

se its whole naval force. The purpose of this go- 
vernment is faithfully to fulfil the treaty on its part, 
and it will not permit itself to doubt that Great Bri- 
tain will comply with it on hers. In this way, peace 
will best be preserved, and the most amicable rela- 
tions maintained between the two countries. 

JOHN TYLER. 








To the hon. the Speaker, &c. &c. 

The serretary of state, to whom has been referred 
a resolution of the house of representatives of the 
22d inst., requesting that} the president of the Unit- 
ed States be requested to communicate to that house, 
if not in his opinion improper, whatever correspon- 
dence or communication may have been received 
from the British government respecting the presi- 
dent’s construction of the treaty concluded at Wash- 
ington, as it concerns an alleged right to visit Ame- 
rican vessels, has the honor to inform the president 
that Mr. Fox, H. B. M. Envoy Extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary, came to the department of 
state on the 24th of February, and informed the se- 
cretary of state that he had received from Lord 
Aberdeen, H. M. Principal Secretary of state for 
foreign affairs, a despatch under date of the 18th of 
January, which he was directed to read to the secre- 
tary of state of the United States. The substance 
of that despatch was, that there was a statement in 
a paragraph of the president’s message to congress 
at the opening of the present session, of serious im- 
port, because, to persons unacquainted with the facts, 
it would tend to convey the supposition, not only 
that the question of right of search had been dis- 
avowed by the plenipotentiary at Washington, but 
that Great Britain had made concessions on that 

oint. 
, That the president knew that the right of search 
never formed the subject of discussion during the late ne- 
gotiation, and that neither was any concession requir- 
ed by the United States government nor made by 
Great Britain. 

That the engagement entered into by the parties to 
the treaty of Washington for suppressing the Afri- 
can slave trade, was unconditionally proposed and 
agreed to. 

That the British government saw in it an attempt 
on the part of the government of the United States 
to give a practical effect to their repeated declara- 
tions against the trade, and recognised with satisfac- 
tion an advance towards the humane and enlighten- 
ed policy of all Christian states from which they 
anticipated much good. That Great Britain would 
scrupulously fulfil the conditions of this engagement; 
but that from the principles which she has constant- 
ly asserted, and which are recorded in the corres- 
pondence between the ministers of the United States, 
in England, and himself, in 1841, England has not 
receded, and would not recede. That he had no in- 
tention to renew, at present, the discussion upon the 
subject. That his last note was yet unanswered.— 
That the president might be assured that Great Bri- 
tain would always respect the just claims of the 
United States. That Great Britain made no preten- 
Stons to interfere in any manner whatever, either by 
detention, visit, or search, with vessels of the United 
States, known or believed to be such! But that it still 
Maintained and would exercise when necessary, its 
Own right to ascertain the genuineness of any flag 
Which a suspected vessel might bear; that if im the ex- 
ercise of this right, either from involuntary error,or in 
spite of every precaution, loss, or injury, should be 
Sustained, a prompt reparation would be afforded.— 
But that it should entertain fora single instant the 
hotion of abandoning the right itself, would be quite 
impossible! 

That these observations had been rendered neces- 
sary by the message to congress. That the president 
1s undoubtedly at liberty to address that assembly in 
any terms in which he may think proper; but if the 
queen’s servants should not deem it expedient to ad- 





vise her majesty also to advert to these topics in her 
speech from the throne, they desired nevertheless to 
hold themselves perfectly free when questioned in 
parliament, to give all such explanations as they 
might feel to be consistent with their duty, and ne- 
cessary for the elucidation of the truth. 


The paper having been read and its contents un- 
derstood, Mr. Fox was told in reply that the subject 
would be taken into consideration, and that a des- 
patch relative to it would be sent, at an early day, 
to the American minister in London, who would have 
instructions to read it to her majesty’s principal se- 
cretary of state for foreign affairs. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN.— 
The following extract from the despatch from Mr. 
Everett, our minister to England, tothe hon. Daniel 
Webster, dated London, Feb. 3, 1843, was read in 
both houses of congress on Thursday, 23d February: 

‘Parliament was opened by commission yesterday. 
The queen’s speech, and the very interesting debates 
upon the addresses in the two houses, will be found 
in the papers of to-day, which accompany this des- 
patch. I attended the debate in the house of com- 
mons. You can judge of the surprise with which I 
listened to the remarks of sir Robert Peel on the al- 
ledged fact that lord Aberdeen’s letter to me of the 
20th of December, 1841, remained to this day ‘‘un- 
acknowledged by me in a note dated two days after- 
wards, (23d December, 1841,) which, however un- 
important, was transmitted to Mr. Fox by lord Aber- 
deen, and afterwards communicated to Parliament 
and printed. 

“In this note of acknowledgment I informed lord 
Aberdeen that I should avail myself of an early op- 
portunity of making some remarks on the very im- 
portant topics treated in this letter. 1 pursued this 
course of an immediate acknowledgment of the re- 
ceipt of lord Aberdeen’s note, with notice of a pur- 
pose of replying in due season to its contents, be- 
cause, being just arrived at my post, I had noc re- 
ceived the instructions which you had informed me 
I might soon expect on this topic, and which, as lord 
Aberdeen’s note modified the ground and disclaimed 
the language of his predecessor, it was my duty to 
await. Such instructions I should, no doubt, in due 
time have received; but on the 27th of December, 
lord Aberdeen informed me that the special mission 
had been determined on; that lord Ashburton would 
go to America, with full power to settle every point 
in discussion, including what was called the right of 
search, which he deemed the most difficult; and ex- 
pressed the opinion that it would hardly be worth 
while for us to continue correspondence on matters 
in dispute between the two countries, and, though he 
was willing to consider and reply to any statement I 
might think proper to make on any subject pending 
the negotiation that might take place at Washington, 
he supposed no benefit could result from a simulta- 
neous discussion here. 

**Such were lord Aberdeen’s observations, as re- 
ported by mein my despatch of December 31. 

“The negotiation took place, and a mode of deal- 
ing with and settling the question was happily agreed 
upon, which made it unnecessary to resume the dis- 
cussion so long continued upon the subject. In fact, 
from the moment the special mission was announc- 
ed, I considered the discussion as at an end, and as 
little to be resumed in reference to search and visi- 
tation as the boundary or the ‘Caroline.’ ” 





THE RIGHT OF VISITATION. Quite a flare 
up, has been attempted since the arrival of the Aca- 
dia, and the publication of Sir Robert Peel’s speech 
in parliament relative to the provisions of the treaty 
of Washington. It was a God-send to the Hotspurs 
here, as well as in France. There seemed to be an 
idea in some people’s brains of proposing a declara- 
tion of war forthwith. That the treaty of Washing- 
ton was considered by them as no treaty—and that 
Sir Robert’s speech was sutlicient ground for us to 
get rid of the treaty altogether, was actually assum- 
ed in debate by U. 8S. senators! 

That the British ministry would feel somewhat 
sore after the modification which they felt them- 
selves compelled to admit, in relation to the right of 
search, especially as the French instantly assumed 
that qualification as a pretext to demand or at least 
warmly to urge the abandenmentof the treaties of 
1831 and 1833, we had no doubt; and that the sore 
place was rather unkindly pricked by President Ty- 
ler in his annual message, when he expressed the 
hope that this modification would become the basis of 
future policy with all other nations, must be admit- 
ted. That the ministry would feel somewhat sore 
under these circunistances, we ought to have ex- 
pected, and it would be uncharitable in us not to al- 
low Sir Robert to quiet away his feelings by so 


~—— ren 


sisting that the British had not relinquished, and did 
not intend to relinquish the rightof visit. 

The whole of the dispute upon this practice of vi- 
siting, turns upon the misuse of the term—rtent, of 
visit. There is no quarrel in fact, about the practice. 
Sir Robert calls it a right ;—we deny that it isa right, 
but we insist upon it for ourselves, and we must ac- 
cord to others the practice of visiting, to ascertain the 
character of a suspected vessel. This belongs te 
the nature of naval operations, and no government 
having anavy, could pretend to do without it. 


We deny to Great Britain or to any other power, 
absolutely, the right of search, or the practice of 
search, and the first instance in which any power at- 
tempts to exercise it, as it was exercised prior to the 
war of 1812, will be the signal for a renewal of that 
war, on the instant. They may talkin parliament 
as they please, write and print what they please 
about it, Americans argued to the end of their 
chapter, endeavoring to avert the necessity for that 
war. They now to a man “stand by their arms,” 
whenever it is recurred to. Britain may treat with 
us if she pleases or may let the subject alone if she 
pleases—but let her see to keep hands off. 

The visit, if maintained as a right, might be op- 
posed also,—if we chose to split hairs about techni- 
calities, but we have no desire to misunderstand 
others, any more than tobe misunderstood. We 
practice it in our navy, not asa right, but as usage, 
for discretion? under which we are accountable, 
and we ask no more and grant nothing less to others. 
A familiar illustration will make this as plain toa 
landsman as to a seaman. 


Any man may call at the residence of another man, 
to ascertain either his name, his occupation, or even 
to make enquiry relative to others. He does not do 
so as of right, but by usage, im common civility and 
neighborhood. Strictly construed, he has no right to 
trespass upon his neighbor’s premises, and if he de- 
means himself improperly, then he is accountable as 
atrespasser. No Jaw-maker ever yet thought of 
incorporating a right to visit,or a penalty for visit- 
ing amongst the statutes of the land. Such a provi- 
sion would be liable to endless abuse. Nor is it 
at all necessary that the right should be either assert- 
ed or denied atsea. That it will be practised at sea, 
by all maritime powers, is as obvious as the light of 
day. It always has been, and to abandon it, would 
be to abandon every purpose for which a navy is 
maintained. What a farce would it be for the U. 
States to send the squadron now about to sail for the 
coast of Africa, and maintain it there, if they were 
prohibited to ‘‘visit’ a single vessel except those 
that had the American flag flying? Pirates would de- 
sire no larger impunity than such a rule would afford 
them. 

No man has aright to stop a stranger travelling 
upon the highway, to enquire his name, or whether 
he is the man, or if he can tell him where to find the 
person he is seeking. No statute exists conferring 
such a right—and if there were, it would be abused 
perhaps. Yet it is conceded as an indispensable 
usage, and no one questions it, except to kick who- 
ever atlempts to use it uncourteously. Just such a 
usage is that of stopping a vessel/at sea for any simi- 
lar purpose. It is and always has been and must be 
the practice. To quarrel about whether it is or 
is not a right, would be just about as wise a case for 
war, as the famous dispute that the Hollanders 
once went to war about, whether the fish took 
the hook, or the hook took the fish—a point which, 
though thousands of lives were lost, and millions of 
money were expended, remains to this day an open 
question, undetermined by ‘definitive treaty.” 

Besides the debate which occurred on the subject in 
the U. States senate, a notice of which is inserted jn this 
number, a debate also took place in the house of repre- 
sentatives on the 28th ult., in relation thereto, whilst dis- 
cussing the general appropriation bill. A motion was 
made to strike out the appropriation for carrying the 
treaty of Washington into effect, and some high-pres- 
sure steam was worked off, but the vote was a signifi- 
cant condensor. ‘The bill passed, ayes 137, nays 40. 








ARMY. 

Major Payne, the commander at Governor’s Island, 
New York, it is said, has been arrested by the war 
department for writing disrespectful letters to his su- 
periors. 

NAVY. 

ArricaN squapron. The Army and Navy Chron- 
icle, in announcing the appointment-of Commodore 
Perry to the command of the African squadron, adds 
that the new sloop Saratoga, Commander Tatnall, 
now ready for sea at Portsmouth, N. H., will proba- 
bly be the flag-ship. The brig Porpoise has already 
sailed for the coast, under command of lieut. A. Lew- 
is. One other sloop and three additional brigs or 





harmless a device as the one he resorted to, of in- 


schooners will compose the squadron. 
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The United States schooner Grampus, Lieut. Com- 
Downes, bound ona cruise to the southward, went to 
sea from Hampton Roads Wednesday morning with 
a fresh breeze. ) 

The president has revoked the sentence of the naval 
court martial suspending Com. Ballard for twelve 
months. 


RvLes AND REGULATIONS. The secretary of the 
navy, and attorney general, who were directed by 
congress, last'session, to devise a code of rules and re- 

ulations for the navy of the United States, have just 
aid before the house the result of their labors. 

The U. States ship Delaware, Com. Morris, and 
frigate Columbia, Captain Shubrick were at Monte- 
vido on the 17th December. 

The Bainbridge, Com. Johnson, was at Porto Rico 
on the 13th ult.—all well. 

The iron steamship which is now building at Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. came near being destroyed by fire, a few 
days ago; several houses and a shop filled with oil, 
paints and other inflammable articles, which stood 
directly opposite the shop, were burnt to the ground. 

We learn from the Army and Navy Chronicle, 
that captain Isaac McKeever is to take command of 
the Independence, so soon as his services on the court 
martial at New York expires. 

The Levant, and Truxtun, both at Norfolk, are 
destined for the Mediterranean. 

The Oregon, Powell, arrived at Tampa on the 2Ist, 
and the Poinsett steamer, McBlair, on the 11th ult. 
They had commmenced the survey. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Pouitics. The Boston Democrat says: ‘‘We have 
— received an extra from the office of the N. H. 
atriot, containing a frank and manly letter from 
senator Woodbury to the hon. Franklin Pierce and 
others, in which the ‘new doctrines’ of ex-governor 


Hill are strongly denounced, and the regular nomi- 





nations of the democratic party of that state are | 
fully sustained.” 

One of the resolutions adopted by Hill’s party is | 
as follows: 

‘Resolved, That regarding as we do the present 
“radical,” as the ultra federal paly, and as democracy 
and federalism never did and never can commuingle, 
we hereby renounce all connection with it, and shall 
endeavor by means within our power to restore de- 
mocracy to its pristine purity.” 





NEW JERSEY. 

THE LEGISLATURE adjourned on the 24th ult., after 
asession of 44 days. 

The bill for calling a convention to revise the con- 
stitution was postponed to the next session. 

The bill torepeal the law of Jast session against 
imprisoning for debt, was lost in the council—7 ayes, 
11 nays. 


Lunatics. A law was passed authorizing super- 
visors of towns, in cases where there is reasonable | 
hope of restoring those unfortunates to reason, to 
send them either to New York or Philadelphia asy- 
lum, and maintain them at the expense of the towns. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 

Veto. Congressional districts. It will be recol- 
lected that nearthe close of the last session of the 
legislature of this state,a bill passed both houses by 
decided majorities for districting the state for choos- 
ing representatives to congress. Gov. Porter, in- 
stead of signing or vetoing the bill, detained it till 
after the session closed, and then notified the sheriffs 
of the counties not to hold elections under its provi- 
sions. During the present session of the legislature 
another bill passed both houses, both being of the 
same political party with the governor, for the like 
purpose and was sent to gov. Porter for signature, 
who returned the bill, with his veto. The following 
quotations we extract from the veto message. 

“The constitution of the United States does not, 
it is true, recognize the existence of political par- 
ties; but they are inherent] in the very nature of our 
government, and will as certainly exist as the go- 
vyernment itself. The provision confiding to the 
states the designation of districts for the election of 
members of the house of representatives of the na- 
tional government, was intended to give tothe respective 
states the power of suiting the arrangement of the dis- 
tricts TO THE CONDITION OF PARTIES and of course to 
the interests and convenience of the states.” 

And, assuming that the apportionment proposed 
by the bill which he returns is less favorable to his 
own party than it ought to be, the governor adds: 

‘‘] have battled too long in the ranks of the demo- 
eracy to see its standard struck down, without lifting 
my arin to avert it. Were I to do so, I should feel 
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mocracy of Pennsylvania, and was unworthy of its three millions of property sold in our market fo 
respect and confidence. My political career is cash, or short exchange, equal to cash, and for nean. 
drawing to a close, and I will not sully it by the open ‘ly all of which exchange on the eastern cities ha 
or covert abandonment of the rights of my DEMocRa- | been negotiated. : 
TIc fellow citizens.” A most disgraceful scene occurred in the Ohio 
legislature on the 11th, though we are forced to sq 
KENTUCKY. | that it is by no means singular, for similar outrages 
_ Lectstature—Slave question. A bill for repeal- | have been of frequent occurrence during the present 
ing the law of 1833, prohibiting the introduction of session: A Mr. Byington sent to the chair, as an 
Slaves into the state, has been warmiy debated this | amendment to a bill under consideration, a resoly. 
session, but failed in the senate, ayes 14, noes 21. _| tion, asserting “that the speakerof the house had 
_ The Louisville Journal of the 25th says: “The le- | forfeited all confidence as an impartial presiding offi- 
gislature has voted, by a very large majority, to pay cer, either from stupid ignorance of parliamentary 
the debts and sustain the credit of the state; the com- | law, or from a wilful maladministration of it! 
monwealth bank bill has been re-considered in the| This was negatived by a unanimous vote, with the 
house, but has no chance in the senate; and the whigs | exception of Messrs. Byington and Stedman. 
of the general assembly have held a meeting,and| Mr. Gordon then offered the following: 
recommended that a whig state convention be held| Resolved, That Legrand Byington, a member from 
in Louisville, in. November next, for the selection of | Pike, be censured by this house for his unprovoked 
candidates for the.offices of governor and lieutenant | insult to the speaker. 
governor.” Byington moved a long amendment, requiring in 
—— , substance ‘that the censure should be pronounced by 
OHIO. ‘a person possessed of common honesty, upon the va- 
Banks. The legislature has finally passed, by a/ rious acts and decisions of the speaker, by which the 
pretty strict party vote in both houses, a bill in rela- | said member from Pike had been robbed of his con- 
tion te the banks of the state of Ohio, by virtue of | stitutional rights and privileges.” 
which not only the thirteen banks whose chartersex-| The amendment was indignantly rejected, and the 
pired on the Ist January last, but also five other! vote of censure passed. 
banks will have to wind up their concerns between 
this and March, 1844, leaving only three in existence | INDIANA. 
in the state, and they because their charters extend| The legislature of Indiana adjourned on the 13th 
beyond that period. inst. Previous to the adjournment, a bill was passed 














The bill authorises new banks, but with a provision | which divides: the state into ten congressional dis. 
making individual stockholders responsible for all|tricts. In 1840, the districts, as now composed, gave 
debts. No bank we presume will be established un- | the following majorities: 
dersuch a provision. V.B. Harrison. V. B. maj. H. maj. 
_ The yeas and nays, on the final passage of the bill] Ist district 5,714 6,792 1,078 
in the house stood as follows: 2d do 6,082 6,800 718 

YEAS—Messrs. Baird, Brish, Brown,Cahill, Clark,| 3d do 5,985 7,806 121 
Douglass, Gordon, Green, Gruber, Henderson, Hum-{ 4th do 3,439 6,371 2,932 
phreys, James, Johnson, Kelly of P., Kilgore, King,| 5th do 6,120 6919 799 
Larwill, Martin of C,, Martin of S., Meredith, Mud-| 6th do 6,441 6,676 235 
gett, McCiung, McConnell, McFarland, Nelson,! 7th do 4,382 6,377 2,495 
Okey, Olds, Pilcher, Rees, Reid, Sharp, Wakefield,| 8th do 6,084 6,577 492 
Warner, White, Wilford, and Speaker—36 9th do 3,786 5,368 1,583 

NAYS—Messrs. Ackley, Atherton, Baldwin, Bow- 10th do . 3,668 9,116 1 448 


en, Byington, Campbell, Chenoweth, Chambers, 
Counts, Dike, Fisher. Fudge, Fuller, Gallagher, 
Houseman, Kelley of C., Larsh, McClure, McNulty, | ILLINOIS. 
Pardee, Probasco, Robinson, Ross, Seward, Schenck,| CoNnGressionaL pistricts. The house of repre- 
Smith, Spindler, Steedman, Tuttle, Webb, and Wood- sentatives, by a vote of 50 to 52, have passed a bill 
bridge—31. dividing the state into seven congressional districts, 
The votes upon its passage in the senate were, ‘three of which are whig according to the election of 
YEAS—Messrs. Aten, Bartley, Clark, Franklin, | 1840—the rest V. B. Nearly all the whigs voted fc: 
Harris, Hazeltine, Johnson, Jones, Kock, Lahm, :the bill. .The State Register thinks the senate will 


[.V. ¥. Evening Post. 


| Loudon, Miller, Mitchell, MeAnelly, McCutchen, | not concur. 


Parker, Ritchie, Wolcott, and Speaker—19. Spring field, Feb. 11, 1843. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barnet, Denny. F ord, Fuller,| Dean sir: On the 9th inst. the governor destroyed 
Henderson, Latham, Newton, Nash, Bobbins, Stan- by fire $2,000,000 of state indebtedness, in front of 
ton, and Wade—12. FS ‘the state house—being the amount of bonds received 
Mhree whigs and two V » b. absent—Messrs. La- | of State Bank, by the terms of dissolution. Many 
tham and Robbins voting with the whigs. Itis tobe of the members very properly wished the bonds can- 
remarked, says the Ohio State Journal, that Mr. celled, but it was thought best by the glorifying par- 
Lahm made the only bank speech that has been made ty to have them burnt. The fund commissioner 
in favor of the bill, in the senate—all other speeches | (Whiteside) then brought out a Jarge amount of 
in its support have been in favor of a hard money | bonds—some signed, some numbered, and some 
currency, with scarce a reference to the biil. This blank. In attempting to throw something like a cart 
fact argues little for its practicability. load on the fire at once, the strings which bound 
In the Ohio legislatare, on the 18th ult., the bill to | them together broke; the wind was high, the bonds 
pay the domestic creditors, by issuing $1,600,000.6 per | were scattered, and a general scramble among the 
cent bonds, of the denomination of $100, was lost by | men and boys commenced. Hundreas of thousands 
a vote of 31 to 32. On the 20th, it was reconsidered | of dollars have thus been scattered, and have been 
and passed by a vote of 43 to 27. |so carefully withheld and concealed as to lead to the 
CurrENcy AND Business. Cincinnati, Feb. 22,) apprehension that improper use will be made of 
1843. The pork season which commenced in No-| them. This act of the fund commissioner has excit- 
vember, is now nearly over, having occupied the last, ed great indignation. It was done without any au- 
three months. Within that time there have been cut | thority, and the legislature have called upon him for 
and packed in this city probably 250,000 hogs, worth explanation. The senate has ordered an investiga- 
aboutan average of five dollars each, and making in | tion into the matter, and will try as far as they can 
all an aggregate value of $1,250,000. This is the | to remedy the evil; and a bill has actually been in- 
value of the raw material. ‘I'he commissions, labor, | troduced making it a misdemeanor, punishable by 
salt, barrels, &c., are estimated to be worth $750,000 | fine and imprisonment for any person to be found 
more, making the whole value of the article as prepar- | with one of these bonds in possession within ten 
ed for market, in the shape of pork, bacon, lard, &c.,/days after the passage of the act. It is said that 
something like two millions of dollars. the fund commissioner has no record of the bonds 
The greater portion of this produce, has been pur- | destroyed and scattered; and what his object was in 
chased and packed for foreign account, and all of it | thus attempting to destroy such a mass of bonds at 
for cash. About half a million was for the English | this particular time, remains to beseen. The bonds 
and French market now open for this species of | which are out are sterling bonds of 100 and 226), 
American produce for the first time. Should the ex- | and dollar bonds of $1.000, all with coupons. 
periment prove successful, a very important branch | Correspondence of the Tribune. 
will have been added to our trade. 
During the same three months, the amount of the ALABAMA. 
flour and whiskey shipped from Cincinnati, has not; Monerary arrairs. No part of the currency !8 
been less than one million of dollars. These are | at present at greater discount than that of Alabama. 
also cash articles, for which the producers have been | There may possibly be some cause not publicly an- 
aid. nounced for this. People are looking with no Jittle 
Without taking into consideration a great variety, | curiosity te ascertain the why and wherefore. We 
and valuable amount, of other products which have | find a letter from Mobile dated 28th January, whic 








thatl hed betrayed the trust reposed in me by the de- 





gone forward from our wharves, there has been | treats of the subject as follows: 
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‘ Our monetary affairs are in an unsettled condition | 
and contrary to expectation, exchange has advanced 
materially within a few days notwithstanding the! 
rivers have risen so as to bring in large receipts of | 
cotton. It is difficult to account for such a deprecia | 
tion of our currency. Apprehension that the notes | 
of our banks will depreciate in value, as have those | 
of most banks, which have heretofore gone into li- | 
quidation, is probably the chief reason. The action/ 
of our legislature may satisfy capitalists at the north,as | 
well as foreign bond holders, that it is the solemn de- | 
termination of this state faithfully to meet its future 
liabilities, whatever may be the personal hardships 
to which its citizens may be subjected. You will 
have noticed that during the whole of the exciting 
discussions arising out of the bank question, noteven 
the slightest tendency to repudiation has been exhi- 
bited, and | cannot for a moment conceive it ever 
will be in the legislative hall of the state of Alaba- 
ma. In few words, our position is this: the state 
bank system has been virtually abolished; all bank- 
ing functions by the branches at Mobile, Decatur, | 
and Montgomery, suspended, and the mother bank at | 
Tuscaloosa so trenched in as merely to act as a fiscal 
agent for government transactions; and a bill is now 
before the house to wind up the branch at Hunts- 
ville. Since all the assets of the branches will pro- 
bably be concentrated at the mother bank, and from 
the reports of the diffierent. banks, it appears they 
have on hand about $1,100,000 in specie, which is 
enough to pay the interest on the bonds due by the 
state for two yearsto come. A tax bill will unques- 
tionably pass, to provide for the support of govern- 
ment, and thus the banks in liquidation will be re- 
lieved from all burdens except their own liabilities. 
In round numbers the mother bank and branches 
have about 20 millions of bills receivable, as also a 
large amount of real estate, taken in. settlement of 
debts, to meet about 5 millions of circulation; and 
in addition the faith of the state is pledged, which 
surely from the aspect of our present legislature, 
ought not to be regarded as so very light a thing.— 
For my own part, | have perfect faith in the integri- 
ty and honor of our state politicians. They have 
seen and been convinced of the faltcy of the state 
bank system, and have without regard to party, tak- 
en the bull by the horns and crushed him; and I[ trust 
the day is not far distant when we shall see business 
revive, and not only the credit of our state, but of its 
citizens, rank with those of any other state. I be- 
lieve if the people thought it absolutely necessary, 
even hard as the times are, they would cheerfully 
submit to a tax to create a sinking fund for the pay- 
And lalso believe that those 
who are best informed, and act and think without 
ma earn are satisfied that enough will be realized 
rom the assets of the banks to pay their circulation, 
and go far towards meeting the bonds, but a small 
amountof which are due until 1852. Under these 
circumstances | can see no good reason why our 
money should be at its present depreciated price.” 








Liasiiities. In appears from a statement in the 
Tuscaloosa Flag of the Union, that the liabilities of 
the state of Alabama are as follows: 
Unliquidated bonds for capital stock 

of her banks, 


$11,073,111 38 
School fund deposites, 


746,408 76 


twelve months stay of execution, unless the creditor 
would endorse thereon “‘payable in Alabama mo- 
ney,” was voted down in the house, triumphantly.— 
A bill for raising about $250,000 by taxation, has 
passed, and repudiation in Alabama, is fairly scout- 
ed at by all parties. 





The circulation of the state bank, and branches 
on the Ist December, was about $5,000,000. Debts! 
due the banks, deemed good, $8,000,000, of which | 
about one-third will be paid this spring. Half of 
this circulasion, it 1s supposed can be retired by the 
Ist July, and the remainder during the year. 

Extract from aletter, dated Mobile, 19th Feb. 1843: 

‘“‘] now consider the credit of the state of Alaba- 
ma as secured; the interest on the bonds will be 
promptly met. There is specie and specie funds 
enough to do it for more than two years. Long be- 
fore that time the people will realize the benefits re- 
sulting from sustaining the credit of the state. A 
tax has been laid for the support of government, and 
I believe it will be more than double the amount that 
will be required for that purpose. An intelligent 
meniber of the legislature says: ‘You may feel the 
utmost confidence in the integrity ef the state. Ala- 
bama will never repudiate the debt; and there is not 
a question but that the people will next year willingly 
submit to a further tax to create a sinking fund for 
the eventual payment of the bonds, which are as safe 
and as good as the bonds of New York.’ 

“exchange is dull—and it is supposed that it will 
decline 10 per cent. in ten days fromm this time.” 





FLORIDA. 

RepupiatTion. The legislative council of Florida 
has decided by a large majority that the territory is 
not bound to pay the bonds issued under the authori- 
ty of a previous legislature. ‘The doctrine of repu- 
diation is recognised in its broadest sense, and ano- 
ther instance of voluntary self-abasement is offered 
for the consideration of the civilized world. 

Mr. Fioyd offered a protest in the name of his con- 
stituents, against this disgraceful transaction; but it 
was not allowed to be spread upon the journal. The 
repudiating resolutions were carried by a vote of 22 
to 4. Those who voted against them were Messrs. 
Cromartie, De la Roua, Floyd and Knowles. They 
deserve to have their names handed down as bright 
and shining lights in a season of darkness and gloom. 

[New Orleans Bee 

The bill concerning executions, known as the stay 
law, has passed the senate by a vote of 9 to 5; and 
the Star says: “the friends of the bill indulge an in- 
creasing confidence of its passing through the other 
house.” 





ARKANSAS. 
Rea. 


ESTATE BANK. 


agement of this institution, and a sorry picture of 
fraud do they present on the part of the men high in 
office, and hitherto incharacter. Senator A. H. Se- 
vier and general T. ‘I’. Williamson were the com- 
missioners appointed to sell the state bonds for this 
bank. ‘They sold $500,000 to the secretary of the 
treasury, Mr. Woodbury, at par, receiving therefore 





Surplus revenue, United States, 
Bank deposite account, 
Bank circulation, 


669,087 22 





Total, $18,996,655 19 

Amount necessary to be raised the present year, 

by taxation or otherwise, to pay interest on debt and 
defray state expenses, $750,372 77. 





the proceeds of the Smithsonian bequest!!! ‘They paid 


1,099,847 83 | $5000 to a broker in Washington for negotiating the 
9,408,200 00! sale, and charged a like sum for their own services. 


This half million so received they invested in south- 
ern and south western funds, pocketing the differ- 
ence of exchange; in addition. Sevier appropriated 
$14,300 and Williamson $14,994 for expenses incur- 


red and services rendered; and, for considerations not, 
stated, loaned $8,500 to certain individuals in New the estimates of the amount of state debts, as well 
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wise or expedient for that government so todo. And, 
on the contrary, this is one of the kind of things, 
that, though ever so sternly prohibited by the con- 
stitution, if found to be highly expedient, it 1s pro- 
bable, and if found to be indispensable, it is certain, 
that some method of evading its prohibition would 
be found out. In grasping the sudjeet therefore, it 
is best to recur at once to first principles; what in 
the fitness of things,—what, if there were no con- 
stitution, ought to be the course to be pursued under 
the circumstances of this case? Where a case is 
clear in itself, it should never be subjected to secon- 
dary contro]. Rienr,—like rrwra, ought to be first 
sought for at head-quarters, without stopping to en- 
quire of constitutions, creeds, or any other human 
contrivances whereby men are often led from the 
right path. In considering the question, therefore, 
instead of looking info the constitution and contriv- 
ing how to.construe this or that provision, so as to 
suit particular views, we proceeded first to enquire 
whether, if we were now making a constitution, a 
provision ought to be inserted therein, authorising 
the states to incur whatever obligations they deemed 
necessary or expedient, and requiring the federal go- 
vernment, in case of their failure, to assume the 
payment of all such, or of any such obligations? 

To return to one or two topics treated ofin the last 
number: 

In the first place, as to the amount of the state 
debts, several tabular statements have been made out 
and published, professing to shew the indebtedness of 
the states. That these are not exactly to be depend- 
ed upon, would seem obvious from the fact, that 
whilst the American Almanac for 1843, makes the 
amount $198,818,736, the United States Almanac has 
the amount at $207,564,915. If two such_ publi- 
cations as these are, so bound to be accurate in 
their statistics, vary so widely, we must not 
wonder at the uncertainty which prevails abroad, 
on the subject. The statement in the American Al- 
manac 1s according to the official return of the sec- 
retary of treasury transmitted to congress, June 25, 
1842,—that of the U. S. Almanac is the same, but 
presumed to be corrected by some later distinct re- 
ports. Either statement we consider quite above the 
actual amount due by the states. 


Take our own state, Maryland, as an instance of 
the exaggeration. True, the treasurer of the state 
in his annual reports, as well as in reply to a call re- 
cently made upon him by the house of delegates, 
states the debto! Maryland to be over fifteen millions 
of dollars,;—and so it 1s, as a matler of account in his 
department,—the laws having authorized obligations 
to that amount, and the bonds having been issued ac- 
cordingly. Nay, governor Thomas, in his annual 
message, by resorting to the device of adding the 
debt of the corporation of the city of Baltimore to 


The Cincinnati Gazette | that of the state, contrives to make the amount some 
states that a committee of the legislature of Arkan- millions more. But what IS the fact? We all know 
sas have reported the facts connected with the man- | that the city of Baltimore is amply able to meet her 


own obligations. Her stock is selling at 79 and 80, 
whilst state stock at the same interest, is selling at 
45!! The state is not accountable for city debts in 
any way, and there is no necessity for her assuming 
such accountability. 

It is true enough that as a matter of account in the books 
of the treasurer of the state, the Maryland debt is some- 
the thing over fifteen millions of dollars,—but what is 
fact? The treasurer himself, two weeks ago, in re- 
ply to an official enquiry from the house of delegates, 
tells them that the actual indebtedness of the state 
might be set down at ten millions of dollars, and 
that a sum which would pay an interest of six per 





cent. upon that amount was all that was required for 
the exigencies of the state. And yetin every one of 


For 1844; including $1,000,000 bonds due, $4,700,-| York. So the gold received for the state bonds was/ 9S in all public debates upon the subject, Maryland 


577 27. 
The Flag remarks: 


“We ofier no comment upon this gloomy picture. | found only $15,000 in specie in the vaults of the mo-| 


more reduced after it got there. 


| sadly reduced before it reached the bank, and still is set down as being a debtor state to the amount of 
The committee | fifteen millions. 


How does it happen? We will account for the prin- 


With five and a half millions of unredeemed circu-| ther bank, and its assets almost valueless. So much | Cipal disparity. 


lation, the state has near two and a half millions of | for appointing political partizans to attend to finan-| 


current expenses and debts, to pay in less than two 
years. Where are the means? in taxation, we trust, 
and not in repudiation. God forbid!” 


The legislature of this state adjourned on the 15th 
ultimo. No relief or stay law of any kind received 
the sanction of the iegislature. The law which was 
passed for the division of the state into congressional 
districts was passed exclusively upon the white pup- 
ulation, 

They refuse to receive the state’s quota of the land 
distribution. 


Later pares inform us, that a bill has passed, 
passed the senate, granting five years extention to 


bank debtors, but was rejected in the house by a 
very decided yote. Another senate bill, allowing 


| cial matters! 


| 


Maryland agreed to loan her bonds for between 
three and four millions of dollars, to the Baltimore 
‘and Ohio railroad company for the purpose of extend- 


| The legislature of this state adjourned on the 4th’ ing said rail-road from beyond Cumberland, to the 


ult. after a session of three months, the longest ever | Oj jo river, and the treasurer placed the bonds ac. 


‘held in that state. 
} 

| THE FRESHET. 
| ing details of the late freshet. 
| lives were lost on the Red River. 





STATE DEBTS. 





'cordingly in the hands of said company, and o- 


We continue to receive distress-| pened the account upon his books, as so much 
Over one hundred due from the state. 


The said rail-road company 
_have not yet commenced that part of the road upon 
' which they were restricted to expend this money,— 


=~ | the bonds have not passed out of their possession,— 


no interest has ever accrued upon them, and if there 


- —_————— | had, the rail-road company were bound to provide it 
It was no doubt noticed, that in treating of this} —but there had not, and by resolutions which have 
puiting all the branches of the state brank into li-| subject under this head in our last number, we! reached our hands since we commenced penning this 
quidation, which process has commenced. A bill) took broad open ground, without reference to any, article, we find that the directors of the company 


| constitutional considerations. 


An express constitu-| have expressed their willingness to recommend to 


| fone authority for the federal government to assume | the company to relinquish the said bonds, &c. to the 
the payment of state debis, would not make it either state, and so as that the state debt, (as a matter of 
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account,)— ‘will be reduced at once four millions 
two hundred thousand dollars,’’—and the liability of 
the state for said company, be altogether withdrawn. 
Whether the state will consent to the terms propos- 
ed, is uncertain. We introduce the circumstance 
here only for the purpose of proving, that the real 
indebtedness of the state of Maryland is, in fact, only 
two thirds inamount of what it has been generally 
estimated at. 


Again,—there is the state of Massachusetts, which 
has been sect down in all the statements as a debtor 
state to the amount of $6,720,000,—whereas, her 
real indebtedness does but very little exceed one mil- 
lion of dollars; except that she has to a certain. ex- 
tent rendered herself responsible for the debts of 
certain rail-road companies of the state, but which 
are all now in active and very profitable operation, 
making handsome dividends of profits, besides ap- 
propriating to a sinking fund which will liquidate the 
debts by the time they become due, thus demonstrat- 
ing, that the responsibility of the state in their be- 
half, is no risk whatever. 

New York, is set down asa debtor state to the 
amount of $22,797,267 91:—but of this sum, $5,035,- 
700 is, like that of Massachusetts, a state credit 
loaned to improvement companies. 


The amount of the state debt of Illinois was a few 
days since, reduced by the surrender of the invest- 
ment of the state in the state bank of Illinois, and 
the simultaneous surrender of the state bonds held 
by that institution in the amount of $1,786,000,—and 


of auditor’s warrants, in the amount of $287,500, 


making a reduction to the amount of $2,073,500.— 
The bank of Illinois, at Shawneetown, ollers to re- 
turn another million, held by that institution, upon 
conditions which will probably be accepted. By 
these operations the debt of Illinois will be re- 
duced upwards of three millions of dollars. 


A considerable amount of the’(reported) debt of 


the state of Missouri, was lately cancelled, by burn- 
ing, by order of the legislature, the bonds, which 
they authorized to be issued, and which had never 
been in fact issued; and the debt, to that amount, 
like a large item in the reported debt of Maryland, 
had in fact never existed. 


We shall not have space to continue the investiga- 
tion through the whole of the union. ‘Those are suf- 
ficient specimens to establish the fact, that the 
amount of state debts has been largely exaggerated. 
The three states first named above are set down in 
the tables as owing over 44 millions;—they owe in 
fact but about 34 millions. 


Of the total amount of the reported debts of the 
states, largely over one half,—say $108,235,808 were 
contracted between the years 1835 and 1838; forty 
millions between 1825 and 1830; and about the same 
sum between 1820 and 1825. 


There are seven of the states of the union that 
owe no debts at all, viz:—New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Delaware, 
and North Carolina. 


Six other of the states owe each less than four 
millions of dollars,—two of them,— Maine and Geor- 
gia, owe between one and two millions only, 


Since the above paragraph was placed in type, we 
find New Hampshire classified as now one cf the 
indebted states; the announcement is madein terms 
that furnish a fair illustration of the manner with 
which state credits have been sported with, and a 
panic aroused over our whole country, about Srare 
Desrs, that is still operating most injuriously,—not to 
say wickedly. We clip the article from the Boston 
American. 


“New HampsnHirRe MORTGAGED To Boston Capi- 
TALIsSTS.—We hasten to communicate to our readers 
the important intelligence, brought us through the 
Concord, N. H. Advocate of Democracy, that “New 
Hampshire is mortgaged to the moneyed powers of 
Boston—and the state sold like cattle in the sham- 
bles.” That paper says—‘*We have been credibly 
informed that the New Hampshire state treasurer, 
has recently returned from Boston, where he BOR- 
ROWED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS from 
one of the banks, and MORTGAGED THE 
WHOLE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE AS 
SECURITY.” if New Hampshire loco focoism be 
all the security the Boston capitalists have, we ad- 
vise them to foreclose the mortgage at once. In Jess 
than two months, the property will have depreciated 
a hundred per cent.” 

Besides the exaggeration as to the amount of the in- 
debtedness of the states, which instead of being 200, 
we should judge to be not much, if at all, over 150 
millions, there is a wide mistake abroad relative to 
the periods at which these debts become payable.— 
Perhaps one-half of the people of this country at 
this moment are under the impression that the most 
of the amount, whatever it be, is now due, and may 


details. 


be demanded of the states, whereas, the fact is, 


that but a small part of it is redeemable for’a| rect. 


number of years to come. 


have taken the profit if it had turned out to be bie. 
If the British government is to assume the 


task of collecting the debts due to its subjects, jt 


Take Louisiana, as an instance. Her debt amounts | W!!! be proper that its opinion should at least be ask- 


to $20,820,889, for which she pays an interest of on- 
ly five per cent. 


payable from 1843 to 1886. A small amount only, 


ed before those debts are permitted to be contracted, 


the peace of the world upon the good faith of the 


is payable prior to 1848. The whole debt, having | State of Arkansas or the territory of Florida, it js 


been procured for the purpose of furnishing capital 
for sundry banks in the state, notwithstanding, 


probable that some of the present claims would ne- 
ver have existed. Money-lenders would find little 


some of those banks have failed, is probably ulti-| difficulty in disposing of their capital, and little need 
mately secure, for the borrowers from said banks | for cireumspection, if they could recklessly part 
were obliged to secure the state’s bonds by mortgages | With it to foreign states under the assurance that 
upon cotton lands, estimated to be worth in the ag- Great Britain will at all times step in to enforce the 


gregate $25,400,000. 


Alabama, if we mistake not, in like manner in- 


punctual payment of their dividends. 
“We believe that the feelings expressed in these 


curred most of her state debt, say over 11 millions | !etters are shared only by a very small minority of 
of dollars, for the purpose of making capital for her| American bondholders; and it may be well to inti. 
state banks, which she has just now determined to | ™ate to the writers, apart from al} national conside- 


wind up. The lands of individuals mortgaged to the 


banks for the payment of the money they borrowed | ‘#bly produce upon their own interests. 


of them, are held as ultimate, and it is probable will 
be nearly adequate to secure the state. Of the state 
debt, something Jess than two millions were made 
redeemable 


rations, the injurious effects which they must inevi- 
One mo- 
ment’s reflection will teach them that it would be 
better for Great Britain at once to pay their demands 
from her own treasury, than to rush into a war which 


in 1842 and 1844,—after which the| ust involve the immediate expenditure of a far 


next instalment is not due until 1852, and then only | Steater amount, and eventually, under the most for- 
$300 000. The third instalment, of something over | uate circumstances, leave the matter ina some- 
a million, is not due till 1858, the last instalment| What worse condition than that in which it now 


does not fall due til] 1866. 


stands, namely, with the promise to pay of a nation 


But very little of the debt of the state of New exhausted by war and exasperated by blows, instead 


York,—say $125,000, is due prior to 1845, unless we 


include something less than a million of 44 per cent. 
stock redeemable at pleasure. 


The like precaution no doubt has been used in al- 
most every instance of the states incurring debts to| ca. 


any considerable amount. 


of the promise of the same nation in prosperity and 
friendship. It is evident, therefore, that their ap- 
peals can have no effect upon the British government; 
and it only remains to inquire what effects they are 
likely to produce upon the indebted states of Ameri- 
In regard to those states there can be but three 


Nay, if we may believe} points of reliance: first, their intuilive sense of hon- 


the tenor of the following paragraph, the precaution | or; secord, their sense of pride and hope of future 


of taking ample time on obligations, has been en- 


credit; third, their feelings of regret at the misery 


grafted in the laws or constitution of at least one of} which must be inflicted by their defalcations upon 
the states. We find the item in this morning’s pa-]| those who have shown confidence in their faith and 


per: 


a desire to promote the prosperity of their country. 


‘“Missouri.—A dispute has arisen between the state | On the first alone, it is evident, no sufficient hope 


of Missouri and the state bank of thatstate. It ap- 


can be grounded. On the second and third, the great 


pears the governor borrowed of the bank seventy chances of their creditors rest; no more certain mode 


thousand dollars, payable in twelve months. 


that the governor had no authority to borrow money 


The | of destroying those chances could be found than that 
committee who have examined the subject, report} Which has been pursued. 


By denouncing the Ame- 
rican people as incorrigibly dishonest, we lead them 


at a shorter period than fifty years, and they, there-| to the belief that it is now too late to take any step 


fore, repudiate the payment before that time, but ad- 
vise that the legislature do provide the means to pay 
the interest.” 


Without vouching for the above article, which we 
rather insert for amusement than argument, the fact 
that comparatively but a small proportion of the 
aggregate amount due from the states is now paya- 
ble,—or will be payable for a number of years to 
come, is unquestionable,—leaving the states sufficient 
time to bring up their resources to meet the contin- 
gencies when they arrive. 


Much the largest portion of the debts of a number 
of the states,—(we will mention Virginia as an in- 
stance,) isowned by citizens of this country; who, 
instead of desiring it to be paid off, it is well known, 
estimated is as the more valuable, because it is not 
shortly to be paid. More than half of the Virginia 
state debt is payable in instalments from 1856 to 
1861. The part payable prior to 1856,—falls due in 


easy instalments. 


The debt of Kentucky falls due in instalments 
from twenty to thirty-five years hence. 

Over half of the debt of Ohio falls due in instal- 
ments from 1850 to 1860. 

We have neither space nor time to extend these 
Sufficient has been said to prove the posi- 


tions, that not only is the amount of state debts ex- 
aggerated, but also that the demand that the states 
are now, or shortly will be liable to, is very errone- 
ously estimated in this country, as well as abroad. 


The following extract from the London Spectator, 
is one of the most sensible articles we have met 
with upon the subject from that side of the Atlantie: 
“Several letters have appeared in the daily papers 
from holders of American stocks, urging the British 
government to lend its aid, at first by remonstrance, 
and then. by more “vigorous measures,”’ towards the 
recovery of their claims. That suggestions of this 
kind should occasionally appear cannot be a matter 
of surprise when we consider the extent of the in- 
jury sustained; but it is to be regretted that they 
should find insertion in our journals without one 
word of correction, and thus go forth as the expres- 
sion of public opinion. At the time when these per- 
sons parted with their money, they were satisfied 
with the mere promise to pay of the respective go- 
vernments to whom it was lent. They acted upon 
their own estimate of the value of such promises, 
and, if that estimate was erroneous, they must abide 
by the consequent loss, as they would contentedly 





ee dee eh tenes omens ee ee ee 


by which their pride or their credit can be restored, 
and that matters, therefore, cannot be worse whether 
they pay or not; while, by our threats of resorting to 
force, we excite a spirit of dislike that must effec- 
tually prevent them from looking with any regret 
upon our losses.” 











THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 





IN SENATE—FEBRUARY 23, 1843. 

The bill making appropriation for the naval ser- 
vice for the half calendar year of 1843, and the fiscal 
year of 1844, having been engrossed, was read the 
third time and passec; and the question being on the 
adoption of the title to the bill— 


Mr. Benton rose and moved to recommit the bill 
with instructions to strike out so much of the appro- 
priations as related to the African squadron. 


The chair remarked that the bill was now passed, 
and the question was merely on the title; and it would, 
therefore, be necessary to reconsider the vote on the 
passage of the bill before the motion to recomumit 
could be considered. 


The motion was then made to reconsider and car- 
ried in the affirmative; when 


Mr. Benton remarked that the point of inquiry was, 
whether the government of the United States had re- 
ceived any intimation of a different construction 
! having been put upon the treaty by Great Britain in 
relation to the right of visit from that given to it by 
this government? As to whether the despatch of 
Lord Aberdeen had been replied to or not, although 
it might be a point of some moment between the 
parties concerned, it was not, however, the point to 
which he directed his inquiry. There did not appear 
to be in the despatch of the American minister from 
London (from which Mr. B. here read an extract) @ 
single word upon the subject of the construction 


reference to the right of visitation and search. 
This was the point of inquiry which he desired to 
make. 


Mr. Archer observed that as the honorable senator 
had signified his intention to make an inquiry, with- 
out anticipating the nature of that inquiry, and, Mr. 
much as a despatch had been since received, he (**F- 
A.) deemed it but fair and proper that the atientioe 
of the senator should be called to that despatch, tha 

he might be the better able to shape his inquiry. 
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Mr. Benton’ said perhaps'the gentleman would go 


from Missouri would/agree with him that, whilst we | it) in the African seas; that this visitation was only 


a step further, and tell him at what time the govern- | claimed exemption for all vessels sailing under our | search in different words and in new form, and then 


ment of the United States would favor them with an 
answer to the inquiry. If the gentleman would do 
this, he would confer an additional! obligation. 

Mr. Archer requested the honorable senator dis- 
i to repeat his inquiry. 
or fees said he Yrould read from an English 
newspaper published at Liverpool, an extract, pur- 
porting to be a speech of sir Robert Peel, in which 
it was declared that there was no relinquishment, in 
his opinion, of the right of visitation of American 
ships upon the coast of Africa; that the late treaty 
conceded nothing upon this point, and that Great 
Britain would adhere to the principle which she had 
assumed in reference to that subject. 

Mr. Archer said the honorable senator from Mis- 
souri would recollect that it had not been assumed 
by the executive of the United States in the message 
communicating the treaty to the senate at the last 
session of congress that Great Britain had renounced 
her claim to the right of visitation. As to the right 
of search, that had been renounced, according to the 
distinct declaration of Lord Aberdeen. 

[Mr. A. read from the president’s message. ] 

He asked the particular atiention of the senator to 
the passage. And he asked the honorable senator 
how he could affect to suppose that it was ever con- 
templated on the part of the executive government 
of the United States that there had been any re- 
nouncement of the right of visitation on the part of 
the British government? How was that gentleman, 
with the message of the president before him, autho- 
rized to suppose that there had ever been any sueh 
expression on the part of this government, or of re- 
nunciation on the part of the British? Not only was 
this never contemplated or asserted upon the forma- 
tion of the treaty, but it was expressly stated, in 
more than one part of the message communicating 
the treaty to congress, that the provision for the 
squadron to be stationed on the coast of Africa had 
been dictated by the purpose of maintaining our de- 
clared principles, fulfilling our existing obligations, exe- 
cuting our own laws by our means and power, as a 
‘means to supercede any supposed necessity or any motive 
for examination or visit of our vessels—as removing all 
pretext for violating the immunities of our flag on the seas 
as they exist and are defined by the law of nations. These 
were the motives avowed for entering into the arti- 
cles submitted to the senate. How was it possible, 
then, to impute to the government a purpose to allege 
that the pretension of visitation had been renounced 
in this very article or any other manner? Such an 
assertion would have been in contradiction with the 
tenor of the article, equally as with the grounds al- 
leged for its adoption on the part of our government. 
The fruit of renunciation was contemplated and an- 
ticiputed indeed, but not the renunciation alleged. 
If it could have been, why not state it explicitly? 

Why have the squadron to serve the same supposed 
purposes? It was not possible to obtain a direct and 
explicit renunciation of this right; and it was not con- 


flag, it was not unreasonable on the part of the Bri-| refers to the treaty as putting an end to all pretence 
tish government to require that we should give some | for this practice, call it what you may, in time to 
sort of security against the abuse of that flag. Gen-|come. The evil of this visitation is then, accord- 
tlemen seemed to suppose that we were only follow- | ing to the president, now terminated. According to 
ing the footsteps of Great Britain in this matter of | sir Robert Peel, it is not terminated. And here is. 
the suppression of the slave trade. This wasa great! the difference, and a serious one. 
mistake, and did flagrant injustice to our government. Mr. B. would not go into the question of right or 
We had gone pari passu with that government in the; wrong, or extend the basis of the discussion, by 
pursuit of this great object at the least. It had been| opening questions of maritime rights. He wonld 
the signal honor of our government to have been the | confine himself to the question he had made—that 
first to put the brand of piracy on this infamous traf-| of a difference in the meaning of the treaty. If there 
fic, and to have been the instrument of causing that} is a difference, it is necessary to understand it, and 
government to put.the brand of piracy upon it. We| to settle it. It must be settled; and the sooner the 
were pursuing our own, not British policy, in provi- better. Thedeclaration of the British minister de- 
sions against this trade; and accordingly it was ours, | clares a difference; and that is a pointon which each 
not the British negotiator, who had been the propo-| government judges for itself. They have no com. 
nent of this article for the squadron to suppress it.| mon superior to judge betweenthem. The declara- 
though it had been so improperly and largely insist-| tion of a difference makes a difference; and it is im- 
ed that we had been dragooned or betrayed into Bri-| material, so far as consequences are concerned, 
tish policy in this respect. We did noi go to the ex-| which is right or which is wrong. In all national, 
treme of the British government in regard to the} as in all individual disputes, one party must be in 
means which she was disposed, and asserted a pre- | the wrong, but that does not prevent a fight or a war. 
tension of right to employ, in the suppression of the| The party in the wrong may fight; and, from the 
traffic, to wit, the exercise of visitation mm regard to| formal manner in which the British minister has 
suspected vessels. This practice seemed to us not to| stated this diffegence, it is very clear that he intends 
admit of a separation sufficiently definite from the| that our vessels shall be searched in the African 
exercise of the right of search. But, on the other) seas hereafter, just as heretofore. What then? Shall 
hand, were we at liberty to refuse all concession of | our government go on blindfold with the treaty until 
a right of inquiry and ascertainment of the real cha-| the case occurs—until an American vessel} is search- 
racter and identity of the flag which might be dis-| ed by a British cruiser—and then negotiate or fight? 
played in fraud, and would certainly be so displayed Shall the government do this—and it is the fate of 
without restraint, in the event of the refusal of such} weakness to wait for events instead of guiding them, 
concession altogether. Suppose one of our own ves-| or shall it stop and clear up the difference at once? 
sels, deputed to carry out our own policy, had been; He (Mr. B.) was in favor of stopping all action un- 
at a port in Cuba or elsewhere, a vessel] destined for | der this clause of the treaty until the two governments 
the slave traffic—suppose our cruiser meets this ves-| agreed as to its meaning. : 
sel at sea, and she runs up the flag of some other na-| Mr. B. said here was an exemplification of the 
tion, would the honorable senator contend that we} mischiefs of negotiating treaties without protocols. 
had no right to make some inquiry as to the real state | There is not a word in the correspondence between 
of the case? Was it not reasonable, therefore, that} Mr. Webster and Lord Ashburton as to the origin, 
we should afford some means of ascertaining whether | progress, or formation of the articles for the squad- 
a vessel, purporting to be American, was so in reali-| ron. The British minister’s name does not appear 
ty? It was true that the American flag ought to pro-| in connection with the subject, until it appears in the 
tect every spot over which it was raised; but he’ treaty; and no light can be thrown upon the mean- 
would tell the honorable senator it should be really , ing of the treaty from a reference to their proposi- 
the American flag and not a counterfeit. | tions pending the negotiations. All is: blank there; 
He could inform the senator that complaints had | and the two governments are left to maintain their 
been brought to the state department of the inter-, respective constructions in the hest way they can. 
ference of our cruisers with vessels suspected of be-| Mr. B. said we now had a _ practical commentary 
ing engaged in the slave trade, the papers of which upon the improvidence of entangling ourselves with 
vessels actually showed that they had been so engag- foreign alliances. Washington warned us against it; 
ed; and, if he was rightly informed, more than one for fifty years we have kept clear of such alliances. 
investigation was now on foot in reference to such In August last we entered into one of these allian- 
vessels. ces; and now, in February, we have a difference as 
He made these observations merely to show that,; to the meaning of an article in this alliance—a dif- 
whilst it is true that no renunciation had been made | ference which cannot go to a practical result with- 
on the part of the British government in regard to out involving the honor or the peace of the country. 
the right of visitation, yet inasmuch as the conflict-! Mr. B. said there was nobody to celebrate the 


ing claims of the two governments — of such a| gigantic intellect of Gen. Jackson; yet, in the an- 
nature as from necessity to render them extremely wer which he directed Mr. Forsyth to give to sir 














sidered advisable, in such case, that the government 


of the United States, (which, as well as the British | part of the government of tie United ‘States, that) this very point of 
negotiator, had earnestly at heart to adjust, as far as | finding itself unable to come to any satisfactory ad- : 
practicable, all the points in dispute,) because they | justment with the British negotiator, they had done 


could not come to an arrangement which would be 
absolutely satisfactory upon this point, should, as the 
Senator seemed to imply by his remarks, not attempt 
todo any thing. A renunciation of the right of visit 
hot having been obtained, it was thought advisable 
to obtain what was cohsidered the next best thing. 
And, accordingly, an arrangement was made which 
tended to remove the necessity for the exercise of 
that right. We had as many as eighty guns dispers- 
ed in small vessels upon the coast of Africa; and he 
put it to the senator from Missouri to say whether 
there was a probability that there would be any oc- 
casion for the exercise of that right. Ajithough G. Bri- 
tain might be unwilling to abandon the right; although 
we could not extinguish the claim of Great Britain 
to the right of visitation, the exercise of which was 
So obnoxious to us, it was highly improbable that any 
occasion would arise between the two governments 
for the exercise of the right of visit, or for any colli- 
Sion upon that subject. 


_It was, he thought, a question for the considera- 
tion, not of this government only, but of the people of 
the United States, how far we should draw the line 
of distinction between the right of visitation and the 
right of search, which the British government had 
disclaimed; how far the line of distinction should be 
drawn under the principles of international law.— 
Whilst the British government disclaimed the right 
of search, and we’ denied that which she did claim, 
of visitation, as equivalent in effect, was there not 
another right also nearly allied to this last, whieh 
We might have no warrant to deny, however difficult 
to define or arrange—a right of inquiry into the bona 
de character of the flag? He supposed the senator 


difficult of adjustment, it was a high merit on the) Charles Vaughan, in October, 1834, in relation to 


2 convention with England for the 
|suppression of the slave trade, there was wisdom, 
oue | which, compared to the wisdom which offered chis 
the next best thing to put an end to all pretensions | convention, was as the pyramid of Cheops is to a 
on the part of the British for resorting again to the grain of mustard. President Jackson, at that time, 
exercise of that right. He thought that in doing positively refused to enter into any convention on 
this the government had acted wisely, and that it de- the subject. He directed him to say to sir Charles 
served the commendation of the country. | Vaughan, that the government of the United States 
Mr. Benton observed that the extract read from! was ‘“‘definitely resolved not to becume a party to any con- 
his place by the chairman of the committee on for- vention on the subject of the slave trade.” This was 
eign affairs (Mr. Archer) only referred to a subordi- the answer of Gen’l Jackson. It is the American 
nate point of sir Robert Peel’s letter—that of the answer; and it put an end to these propositions for a 
neglect to answer Lord Ashburton’s despatch of De- convention until the present administration came in- 
cember, 1841. The extract read only referred to to power. 
that point; while his inquiry was wholly directed to Mr. B. said he did not go into the question of iden- 
the question of difference or no difference on the ty between search and visitation. The president 
essential point of the meaning of the treaty. Sir treated them as identical; sir Robert Peel as diffe- 
| Robert Peel declares that difference, and professes rent. He (Mr. B.) did not entertain the question. 
| himself doubly pained tosay that the president’s mes- It was clear there was a difference as to the execu- 
sage is not correct. He says the right of visitation tion of the treaty; and whether the ship was to be 
| is not given up, that England will not concede it.— stopped on the high seas for the purpose of being 
| The president, in his message of last December, in- searched, or for the purpose of being visited, a pre- 
forms the two houses that search, visit, and visita- liminary objection arose, and that was the arrest of 
tion are all obviated by the treaty, and congratulates the ship itself! The arrest of a ship on the high 
the country upon it. ‘This is the point of difference seas, like the arrest of an individual on the high 
between the two governments, and it is vital. Jt is road, was itself an act incompatible with freedom; 
a question of treaty or no treaty. For, if the par- and in the case of English naval officers, (to use the 
ties misunderstand it on this great point, there is an language of the London Times.) if there was any 
end of concord, and dissension must immediately doubt in the case they took the trick. ‘This was the 
arise. language of the Times, in February last, in relation 
The senator from Virginia read from the presi- to impressment; and it will apply in all cases where 
dent’s message of August last. Sir Robert Peel they havea right to arrest an American vessel; they 
was remarking upon the message of December last; will take the trick if they have doubts; and doubts 
|and that message shows the difference which the Bri- can easily be raised where he that raises them is the 
'tish minister announces. The president, in that authority tosolve them, and has an iuterest in solv- 
| message, states the mischief, to wit, that our vessels ing them allin their own favor. stopping a vessel 
had been subjected to visitation (as the British called on the high seas, Mr. B. understood to be firing 
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ahead of her, and over her, and then through her if 
she does not stop. This was a rude process, even if 
for an innocent purpose, and he was against subject- 
ing American vessels to be so stopped by British 
cruisers. 

Mr. B. concluded his remarks by reading the pas- 
sages from sir Robert Peel’s speech and the presi- 
dent’s message, which showed the difference between 
the two governments in relation to the meaning of 
the treaty, and which mnst lead to collision between 
the two countries if not prevented by an immediate 
understanding. 


Mr. Archer remarked that he had cause to congra- 
tulate himself and the senate that it would not be 
necessary to reply in full to the discursive observa- 
tions of the senator from Missouri; the time of the 
senate would not be much delayed by the few words 
he should find sufficient to prove that there was no 
such difference of opinion between sir Robert Peel 
and the president of the United States as the sena- 
tor supposes; and if this should be demonstrable, the 
senator’s arguments, resting entirely on the basis of 
this assumption, must of course fall to the ground.— 
The extracts, one of which he had read, and anoth- 





. er he should read from the president’s messages, re- 
pelied conclusively this assumption. Sir Robert Peel 
was warranted, in his declaration, that no renuncia- 
tion had been made of the asserted right of visita- 
tion, and this declaration was contradicted by noth- 
ing in the messages of the president. He (Mr. A.) 
had told the senator that it was because this renun- 
ciation could not be obtained from the British go- 
vernment during the progress of the negotiations up- 
on that particular point, and because the British ne- 
gotiator was not instructed to yield all we desired, 
that this government thought it expedient to do what 
was considered the best thing—and that was to ren- 
der it improbable that those collisions which had 
grown outof the exercise of the right of visitation 
should again occur. 

The difference between the two governments had 
been on the legitimacy of the right of visitation.— 
There was none as to the fact of renunciation, how- 
ever a forebearance to assert by exercise this pre- 
tension in future might fairly be regarded as an in- 
ference from the arrangement between the two go- 
vernments. Neither was there discrepancy between 
the opinions of the senatcr from Missouri himself 
and the executive as respected this question of the 
right. of visitation. The senator had said that the 

resident had intimated, in both his messages, that 
se regarded the right of search and the right of vi- 
sitation equivalent to one another. It was because 
the president so regarded them that he had been in- 
duced to procure the adoption of this clause of the 
treaty. Why, he would have procured the renunci- 
ation of the right of visitation also, if it had been in 
his power to do so; but, as that could not be obtain- 
ed, an effort had been made to prevent the practical 
operation of that right, and, consequently, to pre- 
vent all collision that might possibly grow out of its 
exercise. 

He desired the particular attention of the senate 
to the tenor and effect of the argument of the sena- 
tor from Missouri. After this government had vain- 
ly endeavored to induce the British government to 
renounce the right of visitation, the senator would 
have us to do nothing, because we could not obtain 
that concession. Although this could not be obtain- | 
ed in the manner desired, yet they had done what 
would amount to almost the same thing. They had 
done what would take away all motive on the part of 
the British government to carry into practical ope- 
ration this right, and they would thus have all the 
beneficial fruits of a direct renunciation. 

The senator from Missouri had spoken of the wis- 
dom of Jackson. This theme was a favorite one 
with the honorable senator. He would ask, would 
Jackson, or would any man, have exhibited more | 
wisdom in the negotiation of such a treaty, than this 
government had done? But, admitting the view ta- 
ken by the senator from Missouri to be well founded, 





what would it amount to, even in that aspect? What| 
was it he now asked the senate todo? To break’ 


their plighted faith, (for he could not pretend to de-| force of not Jess than eighty guus, to act separately | 


ny that the faith of the government had been plight- | 
ed to observe the stipulations of the treaty, ) because, 
according to his notion, we had not such provisions 
as were expedient. Sir, said Mr. A., was this the 
doctrine which the honorable senator meant to avow 
on that floor? Did he mean to urge this doctrine in 
relation to this or any other provision of the treaty, 
all of which, it appeared, were obnoxious to the 
the honorable senator? For the doctrine of the hon- 
orable senator, in relation to him who filled the chief 
place in the department of state seemed to be that 
‘nothing good could come out of Nazareth.” He 
would put it to him, if he took such exceptions to all 
of the provisions of the treaty, was the faith of this 
government to be renounced, to be trampled upon, 





to be disregarded, unless every provision of the trea- 
ty should be suitable to the views of one of the par- 
ties to the treaty? This was the true interpretation 
of the honorable senator’s doctrine; though he was 
sure he would not be willing directly to avow and 
to vindicate such doctrine. But suppose the treaty 
to be as bad as the honorable senator represented it, 
would he refuse the appropriation necessary to car- 
ry itintoeffect? With the same propriety he might 
refuse the appropriation for carrying the recaptured 
Africans to their homes—which was made necessary 
by the provisions of a former law,—should those for- 
mer stipulations be cancelled, in consequence of the 
senator’s objections to the recent treaty. Let the 
senate judge, from the arguments employed by the 
honorable senator, how far that disposition was 
manifested. 

He thought there could be no hesitation, (the gen- 
tleman having expectorated the wrath which filled 
his bosom,) but that he would now let the appropria- 
tions go on, and not violate the faith of the govern- 
ment. The senator relied very much, in the course of 
his observations, upon the alleged discrepancies be- 
tween the two messages of the president—the one 
of August 11 of last year, and the other at the be- 
ginning of the present session. He (Mr. .4rcher) 
asserted that the purport of the iwo were identically 
the same. The president, in both of them, took the 
ground that he was now stating, not that the right of 
visitation had been renounced, but that we had pro- 
cured certain arrangements in substitution of the ex- 
ercise of that right. Mr. A. then read from the mes- 
sage accompanying the treaty: 

‘“‘In my message at the commencement of the pre- 
sent session of congress I endeavored to state the 
principles which this government supports respect- 
ing the right of search and the immunity of flags.— 
Desirous of maintaining those principles fully, at the 
same time that existing obligations should be fulfill- 
ed, I have thought it most consistent with the honor 
and dignity of the country that it should execute its 
own laws, and perform its own obligations, by its 
own means and its own power. The examination or 
visitation of the merchant vessels of one nation by 
the cruisers of another, for any purposes except those 
known and acknowledged by the law of nations, un- 
der whatever restraints or regulations it may take 
place, may lead to dangerous results. It is far bet- 
ter by other means to supercede any supposed neces- 
sity or any motive for such examination or visit.— 
Interference with a merchant vessel by an armed 
cruiser is always a delicate proceeding, apt to touch 
the point of national honor, as well as to affect the 
interests of individuals. It has been thought, there- 
fore, expedient—not only in accordance with the 
stipulations of the treaty of Ghent, but, atthe same 
time, as removing all pretext on the part of others 
for violating the immunities of the American flag 
upon the seas, as they exist and are defined by the 
law of nations—to enter into the articles now sub- 
mitted to the senate.” 


This was from the message of Angust 11th, ac- 
companying the transmission of the treaty of con- 
gress. Now, see what was said on the same subject 
in the message at the commencement of the present 
session, to which the senator had allusion: 

‘In the enforcement of the laws and treaty stipu- 
lations of Great Britain, a practice had threatened 
to grow up, on the part of its cruisers, of subjecting 
to visitation ships sailing under the American flag; 
which, while it seriously involved our maritime 
rights. would subject to vexation,” &c. ‘It was re- 
garded as the right of search, presented only in a 
new form, and expressed in different words; and | 
therefore felt it to be my duty distinctly to declare, 
in my annual message to congress, that no such con- 
cession could be made, and that the United States 
had both the will and the ability to enforce their own 
laws, and to protect their flag from being used for 
purposes wholly forbidden by those laws, and ob- 
noxious to the moral censure of the world,” &c.— 
“In close conformity with these views, the eighth ar- 
ticle of the treaty was framed, which provides that 
‘each nation shall keep afloat in the African seas a 


and apart, under instructions from their respective 
governments, and for the enforcement of their re- 
spective laws and obligations.’ From this it will be 
seen that the ground assumed in the message has 
been fully maintained, at the same time that the sti- 
pulations of the treaty of Ghent are to be carried 
out in good faith by the two countries; and that all 
pretence is removed for interference with our com- 
merce, for any purpose whatever, by a foreign go- 
vernment,” &c. “A similar arrangement by the 
other great powers could not fail to sweep from the 
ocean the slave trade, without the interpolation of 
any new principle into the maritime code,” &c. 

He reaffirmed that the grounds taken in the two 
messages were the same identically, to wit, not that: 





ee, 
a ts 


the right of visitation had been abandoned, but that 
an equivalent had been obtained. 

Mr. Benton desired to read a single sentence to 

. . ’ 
show the difference between the two messages. © ~ 
_ Mr. Archer observed that, if there was a difference 
it was not upon this point. It was because the right 
of visitation had not been renounced that provision 
was made for the African squadron. 

Mr. Benton said the real question was the disa- 
greement between this government and that of Great 
Britain as to the true interpretation of the treaty,— 
To show that there was a difference, he would first 
read the language of the president of the United 
States, and then that of sir Robert Peel. The pre- 
sident of the United States, in his annual message to 
congress at the beginning of this session, says, (and 
itis to that message sir Robert Peei alludes:) 

“In the enforcement of the laws and treaty stipu. 
lations of Great Britain,a practice had threatened 
to grow up, on the part of its cruisers, of subjecting 
to visitation ships sailing under the American flag: 
which, while it seriously involved our maritime 
rights, would subject to vexation a branch of our 
trade which was daily increasing, and which requir- 
ed the fostering care of the government. And al- 
though lord Aberdeen, in his correspondence with 
the American envoys in London, expressly disclaim- 
ed all right to detain an American ship on the high 
seas, even if found with a cargo of slaves on board, 
and restricted the British pretension to a mere claim 
to visit and inquire, yet it could not well be discern- 
ed by the executive of the United States how such 
visit and inquiry could be made without detention on 
the voyage, and consequent interruption to the trade. 
lt was regarded as the right of search, presented on- 
ly in a new form, and expressed in different words.” 
* * * From this it will be seen that the ground 
assumed in the message has been fully maintained, 
at the same time. that the stipulations of the treaty 
of Ghent are to be carried out in good faith by the 
two countries: and that all pretence is removed for 
interference with our commerce, for apy purpose 
whatever, by a foreign government.” 

He should now turn to what sir Robert Peel said 
in his late speech in parliament: 

‘“T rejoice that the honorable gentleman has given 
me an opportunity of making some observations on 
the late message of the president of the United States. 
The sincere and earnest desire I] have always enter- 
tained for the maintenance of a good understanding 
between this country and the United States, and the 
spirit in which I have always spoken of America, 
makes it a doubly painful duty to me to have to refer 
to that message: which, I am sorry to say, does not 
give a correct account of the negotiations relative to 
the right of visit.” 

He then goes onto state the difference between 
the right of search and the right of visitation, and 
then says: 

‘I trust, sir, thatI have said enough to satisfy the 
house on this point. 1 trust, also, that although com- 
pelled to avow a material difference of opinion be- 
tween the two governments upon this material ques- 
tion, I have stated this difference of opinion with the 
respect which I wish to maintain towards the high 
authorities of the United States.” 

There is another part in which he declares expressly 
hat the right of visitation, claimed in Lord Aber 
deen’s despatch, has not been relinquished, and will 
not be relinquished. Now, here is palpable evidence 
that there is a difference of opinion as to the cou- 
struction of the treaty between sir Robert Peel and 
the executive of the United States. That was the 
point at issue. 


Mr. Archer observed that all the speech said was, 
that the British government had not renounced the 
right of visitation contended for in Lord Aberdeen’s 
despatch; and the president of the United States 
says it was because the British government would 
not renounce the right of visitation, that the arrange- 
ment became necessary for placing a squadron In 
the African seas to carry out our own Jaws, and su- 
percede the necessity for the exercise of the right o! 
visitation adhered to by the British government. 
There is no difference of opinion in Sir Robert 
Peel’s views and those of the president of the U. 
States, as to the adherence of the British govern- 
ment to the right of visitation. 

Mr. Benton had read from Sir Robert Peel’s speech 
the passages in which he. insisted on his interpreta- 
tion of the treaty. He should now read a passage 
from the president’s message of December last, '0 
which are stated his views in relation to the synony- 
mes—right of search and right of visitation. He 
says: 

‘In close conformity with these views, the eighth 
article of the treaty ‘was framed, which provides 
that ‘each nation shall keep afloat, in the African 
seas, a force of not less than eighty guns, to act se- 
parately and apart, under instructions irom their re- 
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i y 
ctive governments, and for the enforcement of 


their respective laws and obligatiqns.’ From this it 
will be seen that the ground assumed inthe message 
pas been fully maintained. eer a te 

and that all pretence !s removed for interference 
with our commerce ie any purpose whatever, by 

eign government. 

anger shat he (Mr. B.) insisted on was this: That 
there was a ragical difference of opinion between 
the two governments as to the construction of the 
treaty, aud that in the most vital point; and that we 
should have this difference cleared up before we go 
any further. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Allen, 
of Ohio, Mr. Cuthbert, of Georgia, Mr. Calhoun, of 
South Carolina, Mr. Bagby, of Alabama, Mr. King, 
of Georgia, Mr. Benton, and Mr. Crittenden,—but the 
foregoing shows so fully what might be advanced 

o and con, that we feel ourselves obliged, in consi- 
deration of the pressure upon our columns, to re- 
frain from reporting at large the remainder of the 
debate, except the following sketch furnished by our 
reporter of the remarks of the latter gentleman, 
who took ground somewhat diiferent from the pre- 
ceding speakers: 

Mr. Crittenden. 1 confess myself, Mr. President, 
not alittle astonished when I] hear the gentlemen 
who are of such sensitiveness as to British aggres- 
sions on the coastof Africa and every where else, 


people’s faith. Would gentlemen have all this dis- 
solved upon these futile allegations? For my part, I 
desire not to play at this sad game of war, melan- 
choly in even its highest sucgesses. 1 will never 
support one which can be avoided; for I hold that no 
unnecessary war can be a just one. Butif it be 
inevitable, give me at least that strong armor of 
right in which the just man fights secure. It will 
not quarrel upon a punctilio, or in haste, or upon 
slight pretences, like those | have heard. At pre- 
sent, we know of no adequate cause for a quarrel, 
such as the course proposed must bring upon us. 
Let us discharge first our own national obligations, 
and quarrel, if need be, afterwards, with better aus- 
pices for any who love quarrelling. The treaty is 
but just ratified: good or bad, then, abide it, and do 
not seek, upon the first slight occasion, to violate it. 


Mr. C. (after some remarks on the appropriation 
for re-captured Africans, and some reinarks as to the 
nefarious traffic in slaves, which he rejoiced that we 
had constituted into piracy), went on to insist that a 
speech in parliament, like one in the senate, was 
something very far short of a belligerent act, or of 
what would justify one. Sir R. Peel, if so dispos- 
ed, might surely be suffered to make a flourish of 
words, before a British house of commons, about 
that which he would be very far from attempting to 
put into action. 


The question was then taken on the motion, and 





and whose belligerent spirit blazes out here when- 
ever England is mentioned, make themselves the 
first to move curtailments of appropriations, without 
which our navy—the only force with which to 
check these aggressions—cannot keep thesea. They 
fill our ears with the constant din of their apprehen- 
sions of this or that assault, some old or some new 
encroachment, some revived quarrel, or some that 1s 
yet to be picked, and yet they do not want us to be 
in force where the very outrages which they say im- 
pend are to occur. Had lI indulged in all those mar- 
tial apprehensions which seem to troubie the gentle- 
men opposite; did I think, as they do,that Great 
Britain is occupied only with continual schemes to 


decided in the negative. as heretofore stated: yeas 
4, nays 36. 
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Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, to which was referred the message of the 
President of the United States of the 13th February 
inst., with a letter of the secretary of the treasury 
accompanying the same, on the subject of the finan- 
| ces, made the following report thereon, which was 
| laid on the table: 
| ©The committee of wavs and means, to whom 





injure or to affront us; had | made up my mind like} was referred the president’s message of the 13th of 
them to the comfortable persuasion that she is bent! February inst. with the letter of the secretary of the 


upon the nefarious purpose of ravaging our trade 
upon the coast of Africa, under the mask of peace 
and treaties, the last thing, certainly, that would 


have occurred to me would have been to vote down | 


these naval appropriations. 


treasury accompanying the same, on the subject of 
| the finances, have had the same under consideration, 
/and report— 

That the secretary of the treasury, in his said let- 


Nay. in my simplicity, | ter, estimates the receips and expenditures for the ca- 


I might rather have thought that ali these alarms | lendar year, 1843, as follows: 


ought rather to induce me to move additional sums. 
They fear British aggressions upon our African trade; | 
and yet they will not give one doliar for the force 

There isa} 
strange inconsistency between the sentiments they | 


that is to protect our commerce tiere! 


profess and the measures they propose. 
the other they can scarcely be in earnest. 


| ‘*The balance in the treasury on the 
Ist January last appears, as well 
as can be ascertained at this time, 
to have been, 

The estimated receipts during the 


In one or} year 1843, are as follows: 
The | Customs, 
squadron on the African shore is indispensable for} Lands, 

two great objects—first, for the security of our mer-| Miscellaneous sources, 


$13,000,000 00 
2,500,000 00 
100,000 00 


chant ships, about which these gentlemen are in} Loan & treasury notes, 4,883,358 36 


tuch extreme dread; and, secondly, to fulfil our just | 
obligations under a solemn treaty, to which we have | 
pledged our faith. Shall we do neither? Will gen-| Aggregate of means, 
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the first day of Jaauary, 1844, of $390.627 08. it ° 
is true that the secretary of the treasury says that 
this estimate of expenditure is based upon the sup- 
position that the appropriations for this year shall 
not exceed the estimates sent in from the depart- 
ment, and that he has included nothing for private 
bills. The committee have already reported a bill, 
agreeably to the recommendation of the secretary of 
the treasury, allowing interest on the treasury notes 
outstanding, and authorizing the re-issue of such 
treasury notes as may be redeemed during the year 
1843; and have thus in the opinion of the secretary 
provided against any demand upon the treasury from 
that quarter. 

But the president has said in his message, in speak- 
ing of this estimate of the secretary, “that even if 
the receipts from the various sources of revenue for 
the current year shall prove not to have been over- 
rated, and the expenditures be restrained within the 
estimate, the treasury will be exhausted before the 
close of the year; and that this will be the case, al- 
though authority shall be given to the proper depart- 
ment to re-issue treasury notes.” The committee 
are unable to reconcile these two apparently con- 
tradictory statements, for the secretary clearly as- 
serts that there will be a balance in the treasury of 
$390,627 08, while the president as confidently al- 
leges that the statement of the secretary, even though 
not ‘‘overrated,” shows that the ‘‘treasury will be ex- 
hausted before the close of the year.” The com- 
mittee are therefore induced to believe that the pre- 
sident either mistook the purport of the secretary’s 
estimate, or alluded to some extraneous matter not 
stated by the secretary, in coming to that result. 

But the president has expressed a strong appre- 
hension, in his message, that there will be ‘‘a serious 
falling off in the estimated proceeds, both of the 
customs and the public lands.” It is certainly to be 
regretted that the president has not seen fit to com- 
municate to congress the grounds of these appre- 
hensions. and the facts upon which they are found- 
ed. At this late period, when only a few days re- 
main for the transaction of the most important busi- 
ness of the session; and when, from the former re- 
ports of the chief financial officer of the administra- 
tion, the committee and the house had reason to be- 





$2,840,041 72 


20,483,358 36 


lieve that there would not only be sufficient means 
| for the current year, but that there would be a bal- 
;ance of $1,635,871 01 in the treasury on the Ist of 
| July, 1844, (secretary’s report on finances, of Dec. 
15. 1842, p. 4,) it is extremely embarrassing to be 
informed by the president himself that the revised 
report of the secretary is not worthy of confidence. 
The committee have access to no facts on which 
they can rely, except such as are communicated by 
the department, and none have been furnished from 
that source that go to impeach the credit of the se- 
cretary’s estimates. Under these circumstances the 
committee can only résort toa general course of 
reasoning on the subject. But before they proceed 
to this, it seems to be an appropriate occasion to no- 
tice the remedy which the president suggests for 





tlemen have us trample alike upon our foreign en- | The estimate of expenditure during 


gagements and our duty to our own exposed citizens 


As to all that we have heard about thus setting 


?| the year is as follows: 


23,323,400 08 


supplying additional means to the treasury. In his 
recent message he ‘earnestly calls the attention of 
the house to the propriety of making further provi- 
sion for the public service for the year,” and says, 
“that the proper objects of taration are peculiarly 


aside, upon a newspaper report, the most solemn na- 
tional acts—a treaty just concluded, with the accla- 
mations of two great kindred nations—a great and 
high act of peace and faith—I cannot believe that 





gentlemen are serious. 


porns to do, in their national affairs. 


We are a body a grave men, 
met soberly to devise what it becomes or concerns a | ba ‘ 
numerous, a busy, awide spread, and an intelligent; Estimated balance on Ist Jan. 1844, 
We are not} 
ere, sir, as a club of fire-eaters; but calmly, and as| 
far as possible wisely, to discharge the important, vision for the amounts which may be required to: 








Civil and miscellaneous, $4,445,152 
Military service, &c. 9,286,428 
Naval service, 7,881,223 
Interest on loan and trea- 
sury notes, 1,350,000 
22,932,773 00 


—+> — — 








“It will be seen that this estimate makes no pro- | 


within the discretion of the legislature.” 


This re- 
mark, taken in connection with the letter of the se- 


cretary of the treasury accompanying the mes- 
sage, the committee understand recommends a duty 
jon “lea and coffee and other articles,” which the 


: | secretary says ‘‘appear to be proper subjects of taxa 
390,627 08 tion.” 


The committee never have, nor will they now, 
shrink from any responsibility incident to their situ- 
ation. As an evidence of this, it is proper to re- 


functions which have been conferred upon us. No| meet the appropriations for private bills or other ob-| mark that they have twice recommended a duty on 
rash and juvenile extravagances, and somewhat! jects beyond the official estimates, nor for the re-| these articles, and twice has the house of represen- 


less of this superfluous valor of the senate chamber, | demption of treasury notes, of which there are 
| $11,068,977 69 outstanding and redeemable during 
think this setting aside of treaties a thing quilecer-| the year 1843. Of these, the whole, except $2,402,- 
I enter, sir, my 390 56, carry interest after maturity, and will not 


should mark our deliberations. 


Nor, sir, can | 
tain toend in mere boyish spirit. 
solemn protest against all this sort of language, as 
utterly unworthy and unsafe. Nothing can be more 
unfit—nothing can less beseem the dignity of this bo- 
dy, its great duties, and the majesty of those func- 
tions which rest upon us, than thus to Jet it be seen 
that as trivial a thing as a newspaper report can 
thus stir this senate to these wild propositions. 

Sir, there is a great difference between these ill- 
calculated explosions of needless courage, these 
effervescencesof mere talk, and action. It is one 
thing to be loud about every imaginary wrong, or 

‘ot for setting aside national faith upon every cap- 
lous displeasure, and it is quite another thing to 
meet the solemn consequences of such conduct. 
We are here, in a treaty but newly concluded, bound 

your national honor, by every thing that is most 


| probably be presented for redemption. But the sum 
| of $2,402,390 56, on which the interest ceases after 

the year from the date of issue, will require to be 
| provided for, and will not only absorb the balance 
| of $390,627 O08, but will need a further supply of 
| upwards of two millions to maintain the public cre- 
dit. 1 have proposed to the finance committees of | 
congress to place these notes on the same footing in} 
regard to interest as the other issues, and to autho-| 
rize the department to re-issue such treasury notes 
as may be redeemed previous to July, 1844. Should 
this proposition be adopted by congress, the estimat- 
ed balance of $390,627 08 will remain unaffected, | 
except by such appropriations as may be made be- 
yond the estimate.” 











If this estimate is to be relied upon, it appears} | lic Ta . 
religious in the last and highest forms of a whole) clear that there will be a balance in the treasury on | But the president, differing in opinion with congress, 


tatives fearlessly sustained them in this recommen- 
dation, and passed a bill imposing the duty; and this 
self-sacrificing devotion on the part of the house to 
what they deemed the wants of the treasury and the 
good of the country, under peculiar circuimstances 
of discouragement and embarrassment, is a strong 
proof that the same body might be confidently relied 
upon again tq do the same act, whenever they are 
convinced that the good of their country requires it. 
But both of those patriotic efforts proved abortive— 
the first by the refysal of the senate to concur, and 
the latter by the veto of the president. At that time 
the house doubtless entertained the same sentiment 
that the president has expressed in his recent mes- 
sage, that the “proper objects of taxation are peculiar- 
ly within the discretion of the legislature.” They be- 
lieved that the good of the country, that the welfare 
of a suffering community, would be best promoted 
by putting a duty on tea and coffee and distributing 
the proceeds of the public lands to the several states. 
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refused to submit this matter to legislative discretion, 
and by his vefo prevented the tariff bill from passing, 
until congress, to save the honor and credit of the 
nation, was compelled to yield up the proceeds of 
the public lands to the treasury of the United States 
by passing a law which suspended the distribution. 
But they did not then consider that it was necessary 
for an economical administration of the general go- 
vernment that the proceeds of the public lands 
should go into the public treasury, and, in addition 
thereto, that a duty should be imposed on tea and 
coffee; and they still hope that a judicious course of 
retrenchment, in which this congress has been active- 
ly and beneficially engaged, may save the people, 
who are suffering almost beyond endurance, from 
any increased burdens of taxation. The committee 
will, however, proceed to examine the state of the 
treasury, and if the result shall show that this addi- 
tional tax will be necessary to maintain the credit of 
the country, they will not hesitate to recommend its 
adoption by the house, in the full confidence that 
the house, when equally convinced, will, as it has 
done heretofore, fearlessly and patriotically meet the 
emergency and take the resporsibility. 

The secretary, in his finance report in December 
last, (Ho. Doc. No. 17, p. 3), estimated the receipts 
from customs at $7,500,000 for the half calendar 
year commencing on the first day of January, 1843, 
and at $16,000,000 for the fiscal year commencing 
on the first day of July, 1843, being equivalent to 
$15,500,000 for the calendar year. In his revised 
estimate for the president, dated the 9th of Februa- 
ry, 1843, (Ho. Doc. No. 143. p. 2,) he reduces this 
estimate to $13,000,000, thereby diminishing it 
$2,500,000, and yet the president expresses a fear 
that there will be a great falling off from this. Any 
estimate must of course be conjectural, depending in 
a great measure upon unforeseen contingencies. The 
markets were glutted last year with foreign products 
in anticipation of an increase of duties by the new 
tariff. ‘This excess of importations, stimulated by a 
desire to have the benefit of enhanced prices by the 
operation of the new tariff without paying the du- 
ties imposed by it, was carried so far by the impor- 
ters that prices have actually fallen since the act 
went into operation. This has caused a great fall- 
ing off in the importations of dutiable articles. But, 
when it is borne in mind that as business revives 
this surplus will be disposed of, and thereby create 
a new demand for fresh importations, it cannot be 
doubted that this diminished importation is but 
temporary. 
mediately after the late tariff went into operation, 
and of course most disastrous to the trade of the 
fourth quarter of 1842. Yetit appears from a state- 
ment made by the secretary of the treasury to the 
committee, dated January 18, 1843, (see Ho. Doc. 
No. 70), that the actual receipts into the treasury 
from cash duties accruing at the several ports dur- 
ing that quarter were $3,116,370 73, being equal to 
$12,465,452 92 per annum. 

It can hardly be doubted that this is below the 
average for each quarterof 1843. Our exports dur- 
ing the fourth quarter of 1842, as appears by a state- 
ment hereunto annexed, (marked A.) exceeded the 
imports by $13.824,825; being more than double the 
imports. 


ut this course of trade will change when the equili- 
brium is restored to the currency of the commercial 
world, which has been disturbed by the void created 


Its effect would be most apparent im- | 














specting the public sales. The secretary estimates January, so that the calendar year and fiscal year Were 


wee eeane _~ eee 


$2,500,000 from this source for the calendar year. | identical; but by that law the fiscal year is hereafter 


Although it appears by a report from the secretary 


of the treasury, dated January 23, 1843, (Senate do- | 


cument, No. 98, page 3,) that during the year com- | 


mencing on the 4th of March, 1840, 9,699,150 acres 
were advertised, and during the year commencing on 
the 4th of March, 1841, 1,447,628 acres were ad- 
vertised, yet it is under'stood that no public sales 
have taken place for the last two years. Emigrants 
anxious to obtain pre-emption rights are settling 
upon the public domain; and it is only necessary to 
bring this land into public market by auction to real- 
ize a large amount to the treasury. The ordinary 
sales at private entry may or may not equal the esti- 
mate; but the committee have no hesitation in giving 
it as their opimon, if the public sales shall take 
place in a manner best calculated to promote the 
good of all interested, that the full amount estimated 
may be realized from that source. It depends on 
the president, and on his will aione, whether this 
shall or shall not be done. The president has ex- 
pressed no distrust of the correctness of the esti- 
mate of the other items that goto make up the total 
receipts into the treasury for 1843, to the amount of 
$23,323,400 08. ? 
Assuming, then, that the estimate of receipts is 
correct, or that itis in the powerof the executive 
to make them equal to that amount, the next ques- 
tion is, what will be the probable expenditure with- 
in the year 1843? The secretary, in his last letter, 
of the 9th of February, has estimated it at 22,932,773 
dollars; but, upon what basis this estimate is found- 
ed the committee have been much perplexed to as- 
certain. The practice which has obtained, of Jate 
years, of permitting large appropriations for one 
year to lie over to the next for expenditure, has 
thrown a vast responsibility upon the executive, and 
vested him with a dangerous power over the treasu- 
ry of the nation. To illustrate this, let us suppose 
that the appropriations of 1842 were 20,000,000, 
and that the president should see fit to expend only 
one-half during that year, and permit the remaining 
$10.000,000 to lie over for expenditure in 1843. 
Then, if the appropriations for 1843 should be 
$20,000,000, the president would have it in his pow- 


}er to expend $30,000,000 in 1843, and thereby ex- 


haust the treasury. It will appear from a tabular 
statement from the treasury department, hereunto 
annexed, marked B, that it has been the practice to 
permit large amounts of appropriations made for 
one year to lie over to the next for expenditure. 
‘These balances, it will be perceived, have varied in 
round numbers from $6,000,000 to $18,000,000. and 
by a reference to house document, No. 31, dated July 
Yth, 1341, at page 25th, it will be perceived the ap- 
propriations increased beyond the expenditures from 
1829 to 1840 inclusive, to the enormous amount of 
$17,442,125 18. Portions of this were undoubtedly 
carried to the surplus fund, yet, as appears by table B, 
hereto annexed, and unexpended balance of former 
appropriations amounting to $10,412,003 20 remain- 
ed on the Ist day of January, 1843. 

The committee state these facts that the house 
may see that this subject is too much under the con- 
trol of the executive to enable the committee to 


It also appears that unusually large im-| form any certain estimate, without knowing what 
eg pe of specie were made during that quarter; | 


his action may be. 
It will be perceived, from the. statement just 
made, that for twelve years. from 1829 to 1840, the 


| average annual appropriations exceeded the average an- 


in the currency of this country by its unusual con- | nual expenditure by $1,453,510 43. 


traction. The moment this vacuum is filled, theim- 


portation of specie will cease, and our return car- | gyeeession of years, h 


goes willbe made up more of dutiable articles, and 
the revenue from customs will increase accordingly. 
It also appears from a statement furnished by the 


Thus it will be seen that former presidents, for a 
ave annually expended less 


‘than the appropriations by near a million and a half 
of dollars; and it is fair to presume that the power 


of the executive over this subject will not be capri- 


treasury department, that the average amount of du- iciously exercised by making an excessive expendi- 
ties,on dutiable articles, imported during the last/ ture, but that the expenditures in 1843 will not ex- 


quarter of 1842, is a little more than 35 percent. on 


tion of $40,000,000 of dutiable articles, during the 
year 1843, must produce a gross revenue of $14,000,- 
000, which will yield a nett revenue of nearly 
$13,000,000, the amount estimated by the secre- 
tary. Certainly the committer are in possession of 
no facts which will warrant them in coming to the 
conclusion that our imports of dutiable articles will 
not equal this amount, it being less than half the 
usual amount of such importations for many years 
past. The committee, therefore, while they admit 
the utter impossibility of arriving at certainty in 
these estimates, are induced to believe that the se- 
cretary is as nearly accurate as the nature of the 
case will admit, and they concur in opinion with 
him that $13,000,000 of revenue will probably be 
derived from customs during the calendar year 1843. 

In regard to the estimate of receipts from the 
pubiic lands, it is very difficult to form any opinion 
without knowing what the president intends to do re- 


result will sbow approximates to the truth. 


: ‘ceed the amount of appropriations for that year. Or, 
their ad valorem value; and, at that rate, an importa- | 


in other words, that he will pursue the usual prac- 
tice, and permit an amount of the appropriations for 


1843 to lie over for expenditure in 1844 equal to 


that which lays over from 1842 to 1843. If this 
rule be adopted, then the expenditure for 1843 ought 


not to exceed the appropriations for that year. As- 
‘suming this, then, as the rule by which we are to 


judge of the probable expenditure for the calendar 


‘year 1843, the next inquiry is, what will be the a- 


mount of appropriations for this year? This must of 
course be conjectural, as they are not yet made. 
Nevertheless, the business of the session is in that 


state of maturity that it is believed that an estimate 


may be made that can be relied upon, and that the 
This es- 
timate is, however, attended with more than ordina- 
ry difficuity. 

By a law passed at the last session a change was 
made in the commencement of the fiscal year. 


, Heretofore it has commenced on the first day of 





| 
| 


to commence on the first day of July. The conse. 
quence is, that our estimates and appropriations at 
this session are fora year anda half, instead of a 
year as heretofore. At,this session we appropriate 
first for a half calendar year commencing on the first 
of January, 1843, and then for the fiseal year com. 
mencing on the first of July, 1843 It is therefore 
difficult to ascertain precisely the amount of appro- 
priations for the calendar year. The committee 
however, believe that the most accurate mode of as. 
certaining this is to take the appropiations for the 
half calendar year and add them to one-half of the 
appropriations for the fiscal year, (one-half of that 
year being included in the fiscal year 1843,) and ca)| 
the sum thus found the appropriation for the calen. 
dar year 1843. They of course exclude from aj} 
these estimates those appropriations made for the 
post office, as that supplies its own means from its 
own resources, and is not therefore taken into ac. 
count in estimating the wants of the treasury. The 

also exclude from this the appropriations to fulfi] 
Indian treaties contained in the appropriations for 
the fiscal year, as they are really intended for the 
year, 1844, and will not be expended until that time 
the appropriations for that object for the half ca. 
lendar year being in fact the whole amount due for 
the entire year 1843. They also deduct so much of 
the appropriation for the expensesof congress as 
must fall within the year 1844. After making these 
deductions, they assume that the appropriation bills 
which have not passed the house will not be increas- 
ed beyond the amount: reported by the committee, 
and that those which have passed the house will not 
be increased by the senate, and that the amount of 
private bills at this session will equal those of the 
last, though it will doubtless fal! short of it; and the 
result, upon this basis, is, that the whole appropria- 
tions for 1843, including large ontstanding appropria- 
tions, and estimates for interest on public debt, will 
only equal $18,175,289 37. In order that the house 
may see at a glance, the committee give it in tabular 
form, together with the appropriations of 1842 for 
similar objects; from which it will be seen that the 
appropriations have been reduced from those of last 
year $3,428,495 21. This result may be slightly 
changed, but the committee feel confident, if the 
house sustain the committee in their desire for re- 


'trenchment as it has done thus far, that, notwith- 


standing the unusually low appropriations for 1842, 
there will be a reduction from those of that year of 
at least $3,000,000. This tabular statement is as 


| follows: 





Calendar yeur, Calendar year 
1842, 1843. 








and miscellaneous ob 
jects not including the|_ 3 
post office department, |34,485.900 00] $3,608,895 60 
Army, Re - 6.405.280 36) 2,721,027 18 
Nav, .-. + - 6,774,405 42) 6,191,462 33 
Fortifications, - 278,000 00; 521,500 00 


| 
Civil and diplomatic list, | | 


Pensions, army and navy,| 730,776 00; 499,415 00 
[ndian department, trea- 

ae 8s 1,300,077 47| $73,110 49 
Private bills, house, 37.142 04 37,142 04 
Private bills, senate, 19,303 29 19,303 29 


Standing appropriations & 
interest on public debt, | 1,572,900 00 

Harbor bill, : - — 

To Massachusetts and 
Maine, under the treaty, — 


2,450,042 49 
953,390 95 


300,000 00 





21,603,784 58 
18,175,289 37/$18,175,289 37 


et 














$3,428,495 21 




















The appropriations for 1842, in the foregoing ta- 
ble, have been taken from the report of the clerk of 
this house, by deducting those for the post office es- 
tablishment and adding the standing appropriations 
and estimates for interests on the public debt, as sta- 
ted in the printed estimates for the year; and it will 
be perceived that the gross amount differs from that 
in the tabular statement from the treasury depart- 


ment, hereto annexed, marked C. But the cause of 


that difference is explained in the letter of the se- 
cretary of the treasury hereunto annexed, dated 
Feb. 18, 1843. 

It will be perceived that among the extraordinary 
appropriations for this year is one of $300,000 to 
pay Maine and Massachusetts the sum stipulated by 
the Washington treaty; and that $953,390 95 is esU- 
mated for the harbor bill; $150,000 of that sum has 
already been appropriated in the army bill, and, 
should the votes of the house as given the other day 
be taken as indicating its final intentions on this sub- 
ject, it is fair to presume that the remainder wiil 
not be appropriated; and in that case the approprla- 





tion for 1843 would be less than the amount estimal- 
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90 95. But, assuming that the whole 
ot Veppeepriated as there estimated, and that the 
receipts are not over-estimated, and that the expen- 
ditures do not exceed the appropriations, then the 
accounts for the calendar year 1843, will stand 

s— 
aa amount of receipts, $23,323,400 08 
Total amount of expenditure, 18,175,289 37 





Leaving a balance in the treasury on 

the Ist day of January, 1844, of 5,148.110 71 

This certainly shows an excess of means over the 
estimated wants of the treasury suflicient to meet 
any probable contingency which may arise; and the 
committee do not therefore deem it necssary at this 
time to lay a duty on tea and coffee. 

The committee have some doubts whether the du- 
ties imposed by the reference of this message require 
them to notice its elosing paragraph, in which the 
president says, that “necessity of further and full 

rovision for supplying the wants of the treasury 
will be the more urgent, if congress, at this present 
session, should adopt no plan for facilitating the finan- 
cial operations of the government, and improving 
the currency of the country.” 

The president cannot more deeply regret than the | 

committee the want of such a plan. ‘This, at the 
first meeting of the present congress, was deemed 
the leading and paramount object of relief for the 
country. Experiment after experiment had been 
tried for several years, which afforded no retief to a 
suffering community, until former prejudices seemed 
to be merged in a feeling of universal distress, anda 
cofisequent determination to abandon al) further ez- 
periments on this vital subject, and return to those 
measures that the experience of near half a century 
had demonstrated to be best calculated to effect the 
desired object. Hence the early action of this con- 
gress on this all-important subject, and their repeat- 
ed efforts to effect it without abandoning the great 
leading principles of a plan that experience had 
sanctioned. They evinced a readiness to yield non- 
essentials to executive scruples, and, by great con- 
cessions on their part, endeavored to settle this vex- 
ed question, and give relief to the country. All 
those efforts proved unavailing, yet the committee, 
and they doubt not a majority of both houses of con- 
gress, still feel the same angus solicitude on this 
subject, and are now ready they ever have been, 
to co-operate with the execttive in effecting this ob- 
ject, whenever he shall indicate a willingness on his 
part to sanction some measure that has the test of 
successful experience to recommend it, and that will 
not endanger the treasure of the nation, nor confer 
upon the executive powers dangerous to the liberty 
of the citizen and subversive, of the free institutions 
under which we live. The exchequer plan they deem- 
eda government bank in disguise, of the most dan- 
gerous character. Hence it was rejected. Every 
plan that leaves the public moneys in the hands of 
officers appointed, directly or indirectly, by the pre- 
sident, is deemed objectionable; and doubly so, if 
they are authorised to use those moneys for banking 
purposes. And as the constitution has vested in the 
president, courts of law, and heads of departments, 
the power of appointing all officers, and as no one 
would think of vesting this power in the courts of 
law, there is no way in which a-bank of this kind 
can constitutionally be freed from executive influ- 
ence and contro] but by vesting the power in a cor- 
poration, and authorizing its stockholders to elect its 
officers, and then to prevent abuse by carefully guard- 
ing the whole by strict legal penalties, for a viola- 
tion of which they may be made amenable to the 
courts of justice. 


Had the president signified his willingness to ap- 
prove a bill incorporating a company with a reason- 
able capital, for the security of the public money 
which might be deposited with it, even though it 
possessed no other banking powers than those pro- 
posed to be given to the exchequer, though such a 
project would not have been ail that many might 
have desired, yet the committee have little doubt 
that congress would, for the sake of putting this 
question at rest, and of affording some relief, have 
cheerfully yielded their preferences and passed such 
alaw. ‘Then two points would have been gained—a 
safe place of deposite for the public money, and a 
limited national currency and facility of exchanges; 
and two objections to the president’s plan of an ex- 
Chequer would have been avoided—the increase of 
executive power, and the danger of loss to the pub- 
lic money, by leaving it in the hands of public offi- 
cers, to be used for banking purposes. No greater 

anking powers would have been conferred in the 
one case than in the other. All that a government 
bank, in the form of the exchequer, could do for the 
country, such an incorporated bank would effect; 
and instead of endangering the safety of the public 


But the president has indicated no desire or willing- 
ness to grant this relief to the country, unless it be 
accompanied by a concession of power to him that 
is calculated to endanger all that freemen hold dear. 
Under these circumstances, if no plan be adopted 
for the relief of the nation, it must be Jeft to the,in- 
tellizgence of a suffering community to decide who 
is right and who is wrong. Our labors here must 
soon cease, and our seats may be filled by more com- 
plying agents, who may yield to executive influence 
and grant the power asked. All we can say is that 
we have conscientiously and fearlessly discharged 
our duty. Let them do theirs. 

B. 

Balances of appropriations at the end of each year, from 
1832 to 1842 inclusive, and exclusively of the public 


debt. 
1833 $6,457,038 47 1838 $17,460,244 89 
1834 8,550,802 75 1839 14,875.150 44 
1835 8,858,177 64 1840 12,306,225 26 | 
1836 16,580,729 37 1841 12,024,132 70 
1837 18.563,025 60 1842 *10,412,003 20 


Treasury department, register’s office, Feb. 22, 1843. 
T. L. SMITH, register. 

* Subject to variation by the settlement of the ac- 

counts of the treasurer of the United States, and to 

the settlement of the collector’s accounts for that 

year. 





C. 
Amount of annual appropriations from 1329 to 1842, 
inclusive, and exclusive of public debt and trust funds. 


1829 $13,396,094 88 1836 $37,755,606 11 
1830 14,884,346 O07 1837 34,126,807 18 
1831 13,588,681 39 1838 33,133,371 59 
1832 18.397,751 82 1839 23,862,560 15 
1833 22,025,217 95 1840 21,733,116 57 
1834 20,968,992 49 1841 25,888,272 20 
1835 17,830,681 40 1842 23,177,921 64 


Treasury department, vegister’s office, Feb. 18, 1843. 
T. L. SMITH, register. 
Notrs.—The above includes all the indefinite and 
permanent apprepriations, excepting those for prin- 
cipal and interest of public debt, and principal and 
interest of treasury notes and trust funds. 





TWENTY SEVENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
UNITED STATES—THIRD SESSION. 





SENATE. 

FEBRUARY ‘Abstractions. The amendment of- 
fered by Mr. Merrick to the resolutions of Mr. Me- 
Duffie, and which with the Jatter were disposed of 
by being all Jaid on the table on yesterday were in 
the following words: 

Resolved, That most wiseiy did the fathers of the 
republic, in establishing the constitution of the Unit- 
ed States, so frame that sacred instrument that it 
should be plain, easily understood, and intelligible to 
all upon whom it was to operate as a rule of action; 
and that it is not competent for any department of the 
government established by it to enlarge or contract 
its true meaning, of which the citizens are, and of 
necessity must be, in the last resort, the exclusive 
judges. 

Resolved, That it is no part of the assigned duty 
of the senate of the United States to expound the 
constitution to the people, and every such attempt 
is a departure from its appropriate sphere of action, 
and argues a distrustin the capacity of the people for 
self-government, unwarranted alike by our past his- 
tory and the present enlightened state of the public 
mind. 

Resolved, That, whilst it is no part of the duty of 
the senate of the United States to expound the con- 
stitution for the people, it is its most solemn duty to 
exercise the powers entrusted to it by that instru- 
ment, in the true spirit and according to the nature 
of the trust, for the promotion of the happiness and 
the welfare of the people. 

Resolved, therefore, The happiness of the people 
now requiring it, and full power over the subject 
being given to congress, that provision should be 
made, without further delay, for the fair and equal 
distribution among all the states of the proceeds of 
the public lands in such manner as will best tend to 
remove or alleviate the evils of direct taxation, under 
which the people of some of the states are now sul- 
fering, and which threaten soon inevitably to be visit- 
ed upon other states. 


Mr. Walker had then offered the following resolu- 


99 


owe 
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would be utterly null and void; that it would not be 
obligatory upon the states, nor could the people of 
the states be lawfully required by congress to pay 
the debts so assumed, nor could any taxes imposed 
by them for such purpose be collected; and it would 
be the duty of a succeeding congress to restore the 
supremacy of the constitution by the entire repeal of 
the act of assumption. 

Mr. Bayard moved, by way of amendment, a sub- 
stitute for the resolution of the senator from Missis- 
sippi, on which, he thought, the senate could take a 
direct vote. 

Resolved, That the congress of the United States 
has no constitutional power to assume debts contract- 
ed by one or more of the states, unless for some end 
or purpose involving the common defence and gene- 
ral welfare of the U. States. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to assume the debts 
of the states which have been contracted for mere 
state purposes, 

Mr. Walker would not agree to accept any such 
modification. He thougnt the resolutions did not 
embody the same principles. What he stated was, 
that congress had no power to repeal the constitu- 
tion, and that any law of congress assuming such 
state debts would be utterly null and void. J want 
(said Mr. W.) to announce to the foreign bondhold- 
ers that any attempt to make this government respon- 
sible for the debts of the states would be ineffectual, 
and that any success that might be gained by a tem- 
porary majority would be null. With regard to 
the general welfare mentioned in the resolutions of 
the senator from Delaware, that was what the two 
great parties had been quarrelling about for the last 
thirty years, 

Mr. Bayard informed the senator that the words of 
his resolutions were from the constitution, and that 
unless the gentleman desired to be more constitution- 
al than the constitution itself, he did not see how he 
could oppose them. 

Mr. Barrow held the opinion that the resolutions 
could not be expected to be passed without discus- 
sion, as they embodied nullification and repudia- 
tion. 

Mr. Walker would like to be shown how an ex- 
press constitutional declaration could be made to 
assume the doctrine of nullification. If he under- 
stood that doctrine as asserted by South Carolina, it 
was the right to nullify an act of congress within her 
own limits. 

The debate continued between Messrs. Walker, 
Archer, Merrick, and others; when, on motion of Mr. 
Tailmadge, to lay the whole subject on the table, with 
a view to final action, the question was put, and car- 
ried in the affirmative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Choate, Clayton, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Day- 
ton, Evans, Graham, Henaerson, Huntington, Kerr. 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Smith, of 
Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, Youne—13. 

The naval appropriation bill was then taken up. 

The amendments pending were that of Mr. Wil- 
liams in relation to the dry dock at Brooklyn, and the 
amendment of Mr. Evans making the plan discretion- 
ary with the secretary of the navy. 

These amendments led to a desuitory and protract- 
ed discussion, after which the question was taken on 
the amendment of Mr. Evans, and decided in the 
negative: yeas 10, nays 26. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Graham to the amendment of Mr. 

Williams for a dry dock at Pensacola, and decided in 
the affirmative as follows: yeas 22, nays 17. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. Benion then moved to strike out the $5,000 for 
the support of recaptured Africans on the coast of 
Africa: but, at the very earnest solicitation of Mr. 
Evans, he consented to waive the matter until the bill 
from the house should come up making appropria- 
tions for carrying into effect the treaty of Washing- 
ton; when the amendments to the bill were ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill read a third time. 

After some other business, the senate adjourned at 
quite a Jate hour. 


Ferrvary 23. New Yorkcustom house. Mr. Hun- 
tington from the committee on commerce, to whom 
was committed the bill reducing the number and 
compensation of the clerks of the custom house at 





tions, which now came up. 
Resolved, That the assumption of the debts of the 
states, contracted by them separately and for local 
purposes, would be a palpable violation of the con- 
' stitution of the United States, a consolidation of all 
powers in the federal government, and a final and 
total overthrow of the sovereignty of the states. 
Resolved, That congress having no power to assume 





money, would afford for it the most perfect security. 


‘such debts, any act attempting such assumption 











New York, reported the same back with an amend- 
ment striking out the whole bill, and substituting 
another in its stead, limiting the whole amount to be 
expended at the custom house at New York, after 
April, 1843, to the annual sum of $388,500; the se- 
_cretary of the treasury to report the plan for carry- 
ing out the same, at the next session. 

Warehousing system. Mr. Huntington also present- 

ed from the committee of commerce an elaborate re- 
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port accompanied by a resolution declaring that it is| law already in foree. We had a fair field in the 


inexpedient to establish the warehousing system at 
the present session and that the committee be dis- 
charged from the farther consideration of all the me- 
morials relating to the subject. 


Mr. King (also'a member, and former chairman 
of the committee of commerce) presented a minori- 
ty report with views differing from those of the ma- 
jority with the view that it should go forth to the 
country. 

Mr. Huntington moved that both reports be print- 
ed. 

Mr. Voodbury expressed a few remarks in favor 
of adopting a warehousing system, also of allowing 
a drawback on goods exported by land as well assea 
and against the present cash system. 


Mr. Huntington thought a warehousing system 
would give the foreign ship owner the advantage of the 
transportation of goods to the exclusion of our own, 
as foreigners now had the principal importation and 


the warehouses would be filled with foreign goods. | 


The reports were laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Relations with England. Mr. Archer said a ques- 
tion had been asked yesterday by the senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Benton) in relation to a recent speech 
of Sir Robert Peel, which he was not then prepared 
to answer; but a despatch had been received from 
our minister at London relating to the speech, an 
extract from which he would send to the secretary 
to be read. 

The extract was then read. [See page 3.] 

Mr. Benton avowed himself already *tcut and dried” 
for the matter. 


Naval appropriation bill. On motion of Mr. Evans 
this bill was read a third time. 

Mr. Benton moved to recommit with instructions 
to strike out so much of the appropriation as is in- 
tended to support the squadron on the coast of Africa 
under the stipulations of the treaty of Washington. 
Mr. B. maintained that the two governments con- 
strued the treaty differently, and all appropriations 
should be withheld until the matter was definitely 
settled. 

Mr. Alien said he regarded the expression of the 
sentiments of the speech referred to as an indication 
that Great Britain would not abide by the treaty. 

After a few remarks, however, from Messrs. .4r- 
cher, Calhoun and Crittenden, the proposed amend- 
ment was put to vote and rejected, by nays 36, yeas 
4. The yeas were Messrs Allen, Benton, Linn, and 
Smith, of Conn. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed.— 
And, after an executive session, the senate ad- 
journed. 

Fesruary 24. 


Expunging resolutions. Mr. Bay- 


ard moved to take up the expunging resolutions.— | 


He had introduced them, he said, in obedience to in- 
structions from his legislature, and if the senate 
would tuke up and vote upon thei, he would say 
nothing. 

The senate decided not to take them up, thus dis- 
posing of them for the session. 


T he correspondence. 
lution calling upon the president, if not incompatible 
with his sense of the public interest, to furnish the 
senate with Mr. Everett's letter to the state depart- 


ment bearing date the 3d of February; alsoa copy of | 


the reply to Lord Aberdeen’s letter of the 3d of De- 
cember. 

The bankrupt lav. The house bill whieh was an 
unconditional repeal of the bankrupt law, was con- 
sidered with the amendments proposed by the senate 
committee on the judiciary. The bill having been 
read, , 

Mr. Berrien arose and addressed the senate in fa- 


amendments proposed to remove the objections to the 
existing law. The law amended would operate for the 
benefit of the creditor, more than for the debtor. It 
would operaie favorably also upon the credit of the 


of the session, they had not time to consider the 
amendments proposed. To such he called attention 
to the consequences of omitting to act upon the law. 
Mr. B. then gave a clear analysis of the provisions 
in the present jaw and the proposed amendments.— 
After which he read briefly from the opinions of ju- 
dicial ‘officers who have had the execution of the law 
as to its operation. Eighteen of twenty-two judicial 
officers had expressed their opinion as to its benefi- 
cial operation. 

Mr. B. suggested that the constitution was not ex- 
ecuted in the spirit in which it was framed when the 
commercial states were debarred the benefits of the 
bankruptlaw. These commercial states had surrender- 
ed.their individual powers to the government. It be- 
hooved the agricultural states not to interpose objec- 
tions to the execution of this power of the constitu- 
tion for the benefit of commercial states. 

After Mr. B. closed his remarks— 

Mr. Walker moved an amendment, which, in ef- 
fect, was to embrace banks in ihe provisions of the 
bill; which said amendment was ordered to be print- 


should come up to-morrow at 12 o’clock. 

Several executive communications were received 
at the moment previous to adjournment. Among 
others, the annual statements relating to commerce 
and navigation, 1,500 extra copies of which were or- 
‘dered to be printed. 





Mr. Benton presented a reso- | 


The committee of conferenve, appointed on the 
| part of the senate to meet that of the house, in rela- 
‘tion to the amendment appoixting ten cadets at large, 
‘made their report; which was, that the house recede, 
‘and the senate insist; so that the amendment of the 
senate prevailed; and ten additional cadets may now 
be appointed at Jarge. 
And the senate adjourned. 


Fesrvuary 25. Mr. Linn offered resolutions of the 
Missouri legislature instructing their senators to vote 
|for the payment of Gen. Jackson’s fine. 
|» Mr. Wright, from the committee on commerce, re- 
‘ported a bill from the house for testing professor 


|Morse’s electro magnetic telegraph, with a recom- 
; mendation that the bill do pass. 

| Resolutions. Mr. Bagby offered a resolution calling 
(upon the president of the United States to communi- 
/cate to the senate at the commencement of the next 
| session of congress, all the information in his posses- 
‘sion or to be obtained, as to the expenditure of the 
| money appropriated for the melioration of the condi- 
ition of recaptured Africans. Adopted. 

Mr. Benton’s resolution, submitted yesterday, call- 
‘ing for Mr. Everett’s letter in reply to Lord Aber- 
‘deen and sir Robert Peel was adopted. 
| Congressional debates. A bil] to authorise the print- 
ling of all the congressional debates from the year 
| 1789 to the present time, was debated at some length, 
‘and then postponed until Monday. 

Bankrupt bill. This subject was called up at about 
‘one o’clock. The motion to include banking corpo- 
‘rations, if the bill should be continued in force, was 
| considered. 

Mr. Crittenden asked the senate to take a vote upon 
the bill at once, reminding senators at the same time 
‘that the bill must be disposed of at once, if acted 
jupon at all. 

| Mr. Smith, of Conn. followed in strong opposition 
|to the bankrupt law, and particularly its retrospec- 
itive character. 

| Mr. Choate spoke at large in favor of the establish- 
_ment of a permanent bankrupt system. The bank- 





couptry. Senators had remarked that in this remnant , 


ed, with the express understanding that the subject | 


vor of the substitute reported from the committee on | rupt law now in force, it was argued, was no bank- 
the judiciary. He was opposed to the vacillating | rupt law within the spirit of the constitution unless 
policy of unmaking immediately a Jaw or system |it was continued in operation. It was no more than 
adopted after much deliberation and did not think !a sponging law to wipe out debts. Mr. C. said he 
such a course an evidence of wiscom in the re-| could hardly hope to add any thing to the remarks of 

resentatives of twenty millions of people. The | the senator from Georgia. But there were occasions 
bil upon the statute book had been in force for| when a man was called upon to make an effort even 
twelve months and more.» It had done most of the though the labor were hopeless. He felt called upon 
harm it could do, and its continuance could be de- | to appeal to senators, particularly whig senators, 
trimental to no one. There was a vast difference | who were still in power, to pause before they wipe 
between the commencement of a system of bank-|the act from the statute book. The vacillation 
ruptey and its continuance. The greatest evils were | presented by this course of action, Mr. C. thought 
overcome. Al] the forms of Jaw—all the agents for | was dangerous to every thing like permanent legis- 
the execution of the law had been appointed. There | lation. The consequences would be most disastrous 
had been an intelligent administration of justice if now repealed. It could hardly be hoped that the 
growing out of the law as there was a harmony of | present generation would see another law in force, 
jurisdiction in carrying it out. The time was not ap- | and when there was one passed, it might be again 
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If it was so, or should be proved so, he would de- 
sire to have such an institution carried into bank. 
ruptey. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. followed in reply to him. 

Mr. Huntington said he should vote for the repeal 
of the law, though during ils passage he had been 
uniformly the friend of the measure. But since then 
there had beena change of sentiment in his state. A 
large majority of the people of Connecticut, and he 
believed a large majority of the people of the Unitea 
States were against the law. His duty was to follow 
public sentiment, and therefore, he should vote for 
the repeal. 

Mr. Walker followed im behalf. of his amendment 
to include corporations in the bill if it should cop. 
tinue in force. 

Mr. Allen said he should vote against all amend. 
ments, fearing that if any were made the bill woulq 
not be repealed. 

Mr. Cuthbert made the same remark; when the 
vote was taken upen Mr. Walker’s amendment 
which was modified so as to include all corpora. 
tions except those in which the states had a proprie- 
torship. 

The amendment of Mr. W. was then rejected as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen. Bagby, Bates, Benton. Buch. 
anan, Choate, Crafts, Evans, King, Linn. McRoberte 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood. 
burv, Wright—IS. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Calhoun, Conrad, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dayton, Fulton, Graham, 
Henderson. Huntington, Kerr, McDuffie, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Sprague, White, Wilcox—24. 

The amendment of the judiciary committee, after 
debate, were then rejected, yeas 16. nays 30. 

Mr. Benton said he was against the bill before the 
senate as proposed to be amended, and against the 
house bill because it was not an unconditional re. 
peal; because it allowed the continuance of the law 
to cases where petitions were on file and applica. 
tion had been made. He would allow no man the 
benefit of the Jaw who has not got his discharge.— 
He then moved to strike out the proviso allowing the 
pending cases to be concluded—rejected, yeas 14, 
nays 35. 

Mr. Berrien moved as an amendment that credi- 
tors be allowed to choose assignees—rejected, yeas 
14, nays 35. 

Mr. Conrad offered an amendment that the repeal 
of the law should take place after the 4th of April 
next—lost, 13 yeas, 32 nays. 

The bill, then, the same identically, as it came 
from the house—repealing the bankrupt law forth- 
with, and excepting from its operations cases alrea- 
dy entered and pending—was passed—yeas 32, nays 
13, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Bayard, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuihbert. Dayton, 
Fulton, Graham, Huntington, King, Linn, MeDufhe, 
McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, 
Rives, Sevier, Sprague, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox. Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choa‘e, 
Clayton, Evans. Kerr. Miller, Porter, Smith, of Indiana, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—13. 

The retrenchment bill was reported, from the 
retrenchment committee by Mr. Morehead, of Ken- 
tucky, changing the house bill in almost all par 
ticulars, and to the extent of making a sliding redue- 
tion of 12! per cent upon all salaries over $1,000 
per annum, including the per diem of members of 
congress. 

The senate then adjourned, 


Fesrvuary 27. Boundary of Michigan and Wiscon- 
sin. The bill to amend an act, entitled ‘an act to 
establish the northern boundary line of the state of 
Ohio, and‘to provide for the admission’ of the state 
of Michigan into the union upon the conditions there 
in expressed,” being taken up ; 

Mr. Porter said: the object of this bill is to adjust 
the boundary line between Michigan and Wisconsit, 
agreeably to the spirit and intention of the act of 
1836. The geography of the country through which 
this line was directed by that act to be run (from the 
mouth of Montreal river of Lake Superior to that 
of the Menominee of Green Bay) was understood 
to be as is represented by Map No. J, senate docu- 
ment 151, 26th congress second session, (vide files of 
committee.) By referring to the second session 0 
that act, with this map, it will be seen it was assum- 
ed that these two rivers had a common source In the 
lake of the Desert, and that they, together with that 
lake, formed a continuous natural boundary from 
Green Bay to Lake Superior. This assumption ws 





propriate for the repeal of the law. If it was our! under the external pressure of astate of things like 
duty to carry into execution a system of commercial | that which existed in 1840. Mr. C. entreated sena- 
bankruptcy—if it was our duty to execute the power | tors to vote for saving this bill. He would vote for 
which the states had left to the general government, | the amendment of the, senator from Mississippi if 
he thought that now was the most acceptable time. |itwas so modified so as to institute a commission 


subsequently ascertained by actual survey 0 be 
wholly erroneous, as will be found by referring ‘0 
doc. 170, 27th congress, 2d session, map No. 6, (vice 
files of committee.) Neither the Montreal nor Me- 
nominee has its source in the lake of the desert. The 


_ 





The mass of insolvency had been swept away by the|to discover whether a bank was insolvent or not.— 


line, therefore, as described in the act of 1836, 18 
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fo i sequence of these geographical errors, to 
ey anpracticable, and hence additional legis- 
ation i cessary. 

saigy an examination of the bill now before the com- 
mittee, in connexion with the map'No. 6, it will be 
seen that the line it proposes to establish from. Lake 
Superior to Green Bay is as nearly in conformity 
with the intention of congress, as indicated on the 
false map, as it is possibie to draw it, preserving at 
the same time the natural boundary of the Montreal 
and Menominee rivers. In framing this bill, the ob- 


"ject has been to simplify as much as possible the 


line of boundary which is to connect the head wa- 
ters of these two rivers. It is therefore proposed to 
run straight from the head of the Montreal to the 
south shore of the lake of the Desert, from thence 
straight again to the south shore of Lake Brule, 
one of the sources of the Menominee, through the 
Brule river. Having by these two straight lines 
reached the waters of the Menominee, the next ques- 
tion is, in what form shall that river be adopted asa 
boundary to prevent disputes as to jurisdiction over 
the islands within it? This inquiry is answered by a 
provision in the bill which proposes to give all the 
islands above a given point to Michigan, and all be- 
low it to Wisconsin, thus saving the expense of a hy- 
drographic survey of this river, with a view to 
an ascertainment of the ‘main channel,” agreea- 
bly to the act of 1836, which is not deemed at all 
material. ; 

Another question of jurisdiction is presented in 
respect to the islands in Green Bay. The act of 1836 
carries the Jine “through the centre of the most usual 
ship channel of said bay, to the middle of Lake Mi- 
chigan. 

It is said to be a matter of controversy as to what 
may be “the most usual ship channel,” there being 
several islands in the bay on both sides of which are 
ship channels. ‘These words of description are too 
indefinite, because what is the ‘‘usual ship channel” 
for vessels bound to or from Mackinac Straits is not 
the usual one for those bound to or from the ports on 
Lake Michigan. ‘To settle this question of jurisdic- 
tion, the bill proposes to give to Wisconsin all the 
islands in Green Bay lying east of the most westerly 
ship channel therein. 

But the territory of Wisconsin objects to any ad- 
justment of this boundary on the basis of the act of 
1836, and instructs her delegate, by resolutions of 
her legislative assembly, to protest against it. They 
insist that Michigan should not be allowed to over- 
step the limits she has fixed by her own constitution, 
which are the same as those defined in the first sec- 
tion of the act 11th January, 1805, to divide Indiana 
territory into twoseparate governments. This sec- 
tion gives for purposes of temporary government the 
boundaries of the territory of Michigan. In fram- 
ing her state constitution she assumed them under 
that act, and the ordinance of the 13th July, 17&7, 
in the following language, introductory of the arti- 
cles, viz: 

“We, the people of the territory of Michigan, as 
established by the act of congress of the 11th Jan- 
uary, 1805, in conformity to the fifth article of the 
ordinance providing for the government of the terri- 
tory of the United States northwest of the Olio ri- 
ver, believing that the time has now arrived when 

our present political condition ought to cease and the 
right of self-government be asserted, and availing 
ourselves of that provision of the aforesaid ordi- 
nance of the congress of the United States of the 
13th July, 1787, and the acts of congress passed in 
accordance therewith, which entitles us to admission 
Into the union upon a condition which has been fulfill- 
ed, do, by our delegutes in convention assembled, mu- 
tually agree to form ourselves into a free and indepen- 
dent state, by the style and title of the state of Michi- 
gan, and do ordain and establish the following consti- 
tution for the government of the same.” 


This claim under the ordinance and act of Janua- 
ry, 1805, goes for ah east and west line drawn 
through the southerly bend of Lake Michigan, as the 
southern boundary, and fora line drawn from that 
southerly bend through the lake to its northern ex- 
tremity, and from thence due north to the northern 
boundary of the United States, as the western boun- 
dary. As this east and west line conflicted with the 
claims of Ohio and Indiana, its abandonment was 
insisted on as a condition on which the admission of 
Michigan into the union depended. The result of 
this matter is well known. ‘The claims of Ohio and 
Indiana were sustained, and-those of Michigan over- 
ruled. But as an equivalent for this loss of territory 
to the latter state on the south, congress, in the act 
of 1836, proposed to annex the territory on the north, 
the boundaries of which it is the object of this bill 
to define. This boundary gives us more territory in 
the northern peninsula than our constitution, following 
the actof January 11. 18U5, claims. But by depriving 
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la,” congress has given us there less than our consti-| Mr. Merrick remarked that as the bills to abolish 
tutional claim. ihe private expresses were not likely to pass the 
It became necessary for Michigan to assent to this | house he should only move to reduce the rates to the 
compromise before she could be admitted into the | decimal currency of the country, viz. On all distances 
union. Such proceedings were thereupon had inj under 30 miles 5 cents; on all between 30 miles and 
that state as resulted in the yielding of that assent, in| 100 miles 10 cents; over 100 and not exceeding 220, 
the judgment of congress, as expressed, in the act of | 15 cents, and over 220 and not exceeding 400, 20 
26th January, 1837, from and after which date she | cents, and over 400, 25 cents. 

became a slate. The amendment was adopted, and also another 
From a review of this short history, it will be} section whereby letters dropped in the office of any 
seen that congress cannot listen to the remonstrances | town or city are made to pay 5cents. It prepaid, one 
of the legislative assembly of Wisconsin without) cent to be exacted. 

opening all the questions of boundary which have thus} Tveaty stipulations. Mr. Evans asked the senate 
been settled between Michigan on the one side, and | to take up the bill from the house for the payment 
Ohio and Indiana on the other. of treaty stipulations. ‘The amount appropriated is 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a) about fifty thousand dollars, and two sections are add- 
third reading. ed to authorise the settlement of accounts, many of 
Michigan Improvements. A bill to apply certain al- | which are left in a bad condition, by appropriating 
ternate sections of land towards the completion of | money for one object set apart for another. 

works of internal improvements in the state of Mi-| A debate arose upon the propriety of including 
chigan was taken up and debated at some length.—jan appropriation for the Wyandotte Indians. It 
This bill gave rise to some debate, its provisions; was objected to upon the ground that the amount 
contemplating the gift of many hundred thousand| was not well understood, and that the estimates 
acres of land for the completion of a rail road and! were enormously high. An appropriation of $125,- 
canal. The canal contemplated is 200 miles, and, 000 was asked for in the form of an amendment and 
the road sixty. Five miles of land are proposed on | rejected. 

each side of those two works. | China." Mr. &rcher reported favorably the house 
Mr. King of Alabama opposed this grant upon the | bill for appropriating forty thousand dollars to pro- 
ground that the land appropriated was more than any | mote intercourse with China. 
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other state had. | Fortification bill. The fortification bill from the 


Mr. Sinith, of Indiana (the chairman of the com-)| house was taken up, discussed awhile, and for a time 
mittee on public lands) remarked that the alternate; laid by. The discussion however was soon resum- 
sections preserved to the government would be of ed, and Mr. Sevier moved $25,000 for Fort Gibson. 
more value than the whole land without the improve-| The amendment was rejected, and $15,000 insert- 
ment. /ed. The bill was then amended and ordered to be 

The bill was informally laid aside. | engrossed. 

Publication of congressional debates. The billtopro-| Franking prirudege. The bill to limit and reduce 
vide for this, was taken up on motion of Mr. Bayard. | the franking privilege was laid upon the table by the 
Mr. Buchanan moved to lay the bill on the table.—| followme vote: 

The motion was negatived, ayes 19, nays 25. Mr.|* YH&AS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Ben- 
Alien, Woodbury, and Wright addressed the senate in/ ton, Berrien, Choate, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, 
opposition to the bill. Yvans, Fulton, Graham, Kerr, MeDuthe, Mangum, 


‘ . ‘ Morehead, Porier, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Conn. 

Mr. Wright argued that the Register of Debates | Sprague, Giareene, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Wilcox, 
already published, was imperfect, and that it would | Woodbridge, Woodbury—29. 
be wrong to adopt it as an authentic history of the} NOS—Messrs. Buchanan, Henderson, Kine, Me- 
proceedings in congress. It would not doto rely upon; Roberts, Merrick. Muller, Smith, of Indiana, Walker, 
any of the reports presented) They were not aceu-| Wright, Youne—19. 
rate. He never found his own so and never relied | «Vaval pension bill. This bill from the house of re- 
upon them at all. He did not blame the reporters, | presentatives was called up and gave rise to conside- 
for they were too few for the body. rable discussion between Messrs. Williams, Evans, 

Mr. Calhoun said it was most extraordinary that and Bates, and it was then passed with an amend- 
the senate were called upon to appropriate books to; ment. — . 
themselves at the very moment they were about to| District banks. The bill toextend the charters of 
reduce their own pay. The committee on retrench-| the District banks, which expire in 1844, to 1854 was 
ment had reported the bill from the house, and it | called up. : 
would reduce the expenditures $460,000 a year. The| Mr. .2/len moved the indefinite postponement of 
spectacle presented was most extrordinary. | the bill. The motion was rejected 25 to 16. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke warmly against the bill, and} Mr. King moved to lay the bill upon the table. Re- 
hoped if it should pass the bill would be vetoed. | jected 23 to 18. 

Mr. Allen said that the bill will be repealed by ay Mr. ATiller, the chairman of the committee on the 
future congress if it passed. | District of Columbia, declared the passage of the 

Mr. Archer was called out by some remarks from | act was necessary. It was true the charters of the 
Mr. McDuffie mainly in opposition to the bill. Mr.: banks did not expire until the middle of the coming 
A. could not forbear to remind Mr. McDuffie that he| year, but it was necessary and proper that the banks 
was the first man who had made the proposition to; should know what congress intended a year in ad- 
print the congressional debates. The proposition| vance. If they were to be wound up they should 
came from him as a member of the house of repre-| know it before the moment when the bank charters 
sentatives. expire. The business of the banks required this. It 

Mr. McDuffie nodded assent, but remarked that! was what every individual would wish to know in 
there were speeches in the register of debates which | the transaction of his own business. 
were but so much lumber and which ought never to} Mr. 4dllen spoke against the bill, and concluded 
have been printed. with an amendment to make the stockholders liable 

Mr. .4rcher replied to the remarks of several se-! for all the obligations of the bank. He denounced 
nators who were disposed to rebuke the silence} all banks with vehemence. (Mr. Conrad called him 
upon the whig side of the chamber, that they were | to order for the discussionof popular rights, and pro- 
not ready to consume the time of the senate. This} fession of the law, and the whole banking system. 
was the last day but one when biils could be sent} Mr. Benton intimated that the bill would not and 
from the senate to the house when originating in the; should not pass, and asked the majority to submit 
senate. again tothe minority by omitting action upon the 

The subject was passed over, and after an execu-| bill. 
tive session, the senate adjourned. | Mr. Barrew said, if senators upon the other side 

Feeruary 28. Mr. Evans, from the committee of; would introduce their amendments he would vote 
finance, reported the house bill for the reissue of trea-| upon them. He objected to any threats to destroy 
sury notes; | business by the waste of time. 

Also the extra allowance bill from the house which} The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
prohibits extra compensation from being paid, ac-| The Cumberland road. The bill making appro- 
companied with a report that its passage is unneces-| priations for this work, was taken up and advocated 
sary. by Mr. Smith, of la., but finally in consequence of 

The bill to amend the laws respecting imprison-| the time its debate would demand, was laid on the 
ment for debt in the District of Columbia was pass-| table. 
ed. This bill makes provision for the relief of Amos| The bill to provide for printing the congressional 
Kendall. debates was informally passed over. 
* Pea Patch. A bill for the settlement of the Pea The Massachusetts militia claims. The bill to pro- 
Patch Island controversy, by disposing of the ques-| vide for these was then taken up, advocated by 
tion of title, was debated briefly, and ordered to be} Messrs. Bates, Crittenden, &c., and opposed by Messrs. 
engrossed. | Tappan and others, and after considerable debate, 

Reduction of postage. The bill to reduce the rates| deterred for the present. After an executive ses- 
of postage to five and ten cents upon each letter, ten| sion, the senate then adjourned. 




















Us of the east and west line in the southern peninsu- 


cents to be the greatest rate of postage for all dis} Marcu 1. District banks. The bill to extend 
tances above 30 miles, was taken up. @ ‘their charters was taken up. Mr. .dllen moved to 
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Jay the bill on the table. Negatived by nays 27, 
yeas 16. The question on its third reading was ta- 
ken and decided by yeas 26, nays 17. 

Mr. Archer, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported the house bill to carry into effect the 
treaty between the U. Ststes and Great Britain, 
concluded at Washington the 9th of August, 1842, 
without amendment, and giving notice that he would 
call it up during the day. 

Massachusetts claims. The bill to refund to Massa- 
chusetts the balance due her for moneys disbursed 
during the late war, was, after a short debate, read 
a third time, and passed. 

Private bills. Upwards of one hundred bills were 
then disposed of on the private calendar;—and the 
senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wepnespay, Fes. 22. Sword to General Clinch. 
Mr. Stokeley, from the committee on military affairs, 
reported a joint resolution appropriating $1000 for 
the purchase of a sword to be presented by the pre- 
sident of the United States to Duncan L. Clinch, for 
his heroic conduct jn the battle of Withlacoochie, 
Florida; which was read twice and referred to the 
committee of the whole. 

French claims. Mr. Adams, from the committee on 
foreign aflairs,reported a resolution to take out of com- 
mittee, at two o’clock to-morrow, the bill making 
satisfaction for French spoliations committed on A- 
merican commerce prior to July 31, 1800. 

Mr. Saunders moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. Mr. dams called for the yeas and nays, which 
resulted, yeas 87, nays 80. So the resolution was 
laid upon the table. 

Relations with England. Mr. C. J. Ingersoll offered 
the following: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to com- 
municate to this house, if not in his opinion impro- 
per, whatever correspondence or communication may 
have been received from the British government re- 
specting the president’s construction of the British 
treaty concluded at Washington, as it concerns an 
alleged right to visit American vessels. Adopted. 

Abolition memorial. Mr. Idams arose to present 
the memorial half a mile in length, which coiled 
around a reel, covered his desk. Objections were 
made Mr. A. moved to suspend the rules. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded 
and ordered to be taken. Mr. Wise said before the 
vote should be taken, he desired to ask whether that 
petition was not signed by a runaway slave from 
Virginia: [Cries of order, and much confusion. |— 
Finally the vote on the motion to suspend was taken, 
and the result was—yeas 80, nays 106. So the rules 
were not suspended. 

Bills passed, §c. 
house then went into committee of the whole and 
took up the navy pension bill, the Indian bill and the 
fortification bill. After debate, they were laid aside 
to be reported. ; 

The committee then took up the bill making ap- 
propriation for the construction of certain harbors, 
the improvement of certain rivers, and for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road. 

Mr. Graham moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill, with a recommendation that it do not 

ass. 

Mr. Bernard took the floor and made a regular in- 
ternal improvement speech in favor of the bill, par- 
ticularly that clause which relates to the Hudson ri- 
ver. He told the western members how much they 
were indebted to the northern and eastern members 
for appropriations for the western rivers. ‘This being 
the case, it was nothing but fair that the west should 
throw no obstacle in the way of appropriations for 
the north. 

Mr. Fillmore made a speech in favor of the item 
for the harbor at Buffalo. 

The committee then rose and reported, and the 
navy pension bill, the Indian bill and the fortifica- 
tion bill, were severally read a third time and passed. 

Army appropriations. On motion of Mr. Fillmore, a 
committee of conference was appointed, on the dis- 
agreement relating to the appointment of ten cadets at 
Jarge, the house insisting on its own amendment a- 
gainst its allowment. 

Montercy. The speaker presented a communica- 
tion from the executive. (See page 4.) Ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hunt, 2,500 extra copies of Mr. 
Aycrigg’s report on the coast survey were ordered to 
be printed, and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuurspay, Fes. 23. Florida laws. Mr. Briggs, 
from the post office committee. asked leave to offer a 
resolution, instructing the judiciary committee to 


report a bill, disapproving and nullifying that act of 


the legislative assembly of Florida, which reiates to 
the migration of free colored persons. Objection 


On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the ; 








being made, Mr. Briggs moved a suspension of the 
rules. The motion failed—yeas 66, nays 104. 

Finances. On motion of Mr. Fillmore, a resolu- 
tion was adopted, calling upon the secretary of the 
treasury for more detailed information respecting the 
state of the finances, &c. 

Chesapeake and Ohio canal. Mr. Underwood, from 
the district committee, to which had been referred 
the joint resolution relative to the transfer to the 
state of Maryland of Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
stock owned by government, reported the same with 
an amendment. The amendment proposes to place 
the stock owned by government in the Louisville and 
Portland canal, on the same footing. The resolu- 
tions and amendments were laid on the speaker’s ta- 
ble and ordered to be printed. fs 

Finances. Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of 
ways and means, submitted a report. (See page 9,) 
and also the following resolutions from the same 
committee: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house— 

First. The amounts of outstanding appropriations 
on the 4th day of March, 1841, and on the 4th day 
of March, 1843. 

Second. The amount of available means in the 
treasury on each of those days to meet such appro- 
priations. 

Third. The amount of means used to defray the 
expenses of the government, over and above the or- 
dinary revenues of the government from customs 
and the public lands, for the four years preceding 
the 4th of March, 1841, and for the two years suc- 
ceeding that time, and what such means were. 

Fourth. The amount of appropriations which 
have been made since the 4th day of March, 1841, 
for arrearages or Jiabilities existing prior to that 
time. 

Fifth. The amount of eppropriations for each year, 
from the 4th day of March, 1829, to the 4th of 
a 1843, exclusive of the public debt and trust 
unds. 

Sixth. The amount of the public debt on the 4th 
day of March, 1841, and on the 4th day of March, 
1843. 

Relations with England. Mr. Cushing arose and 
asked leave to allude toa late speech of Robert Peel, 
for the purpose—(he was here interrupted, and the 
house refused the leave.) Mr. Cushing proceeded 
and said his object was to produce an extract from a 
letter of Mr. Everett, correcting a great error of fact 
made by sir Robert Peel. 

Mr. Briggs moved a suspension of the rules to al- 
low Mr. C. to introduce the extract of Mr. Everett’s 
letter. The vote being taken, there were not two- 
thirds; so the house refused. 

Steamboat laws. The bill to amend the act of 1838, 
for the preservation of the lives of passengers on ves- 
sels propelled by steam, was next taken up, and after 
some discussion, passed. 
¢ Electro-magnetic telegraphs. Mr. Kennedy called up 
the bill appropriating $30,000 for testing the practi- 
cability of establishing a system of electro-magnetic 
telegraphs for the use of the United States. It was 
passed—yeas.89, nays 83. 

National foundry. Mr. W. Cost Johnson, from the 
select committee ona national foundry, reported a 
bill making appropriation for that object. Read 
twice and referred to committee of the whole. 

McLeod affair. Mr. Johnson asked leave to offer a 
resolution, calling on the president for copies of all 
additional correspondence relative to the McLeod 
affair. Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

Issue of government stock. The house then resumed 
the consideration of the reports from the committee 
on ways and means, adverse to the 200,000,000 land 
scripscheme. ‘The question pending was on a mo- 
tion to print extra copies of the reports. 

Mr. Pope arose and addressed the house at length, 
in favor of an anticipation of the land fund, as re- 
commended by him in a scheme submitted at the last 
session. The hour having expired, the house took 
up the bill making 

Approprivtions for harbors and rivers, and for contin- 
uing the Cumberland road. The house after adopting 
a resolution to terminate debate on this bill in one 
hour and a half, resolved itself into committee of the 
whole, and resumed its consideration, Mr. Gilmer 
in the chair; the pending question being on a motion 
to rise with a recommendation that it do not pass.— 
A debate ensued which lasted until the hour for tak. 
ing the question arrived. A vast number of amend- 
ments were then offered, and nearly all rejected.— 
By a vote of yeas 97, noes 75, the committee rose, 
and the chairman reported the bill and amendments 
to the house, with the recommendation that the bill 
be rejected. Mr. Cave Johnson moved that the bill 
be laid on the table, which motion, by yeas 107, nays 
87,@vas agreed to. So the bill was laid on the table. 








So 


Mr. Cave Johnson moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. Pending which motion, at a late hour, the 
house adjourned. 


Fray, Fes. 24. The naval appropriation bij) 
was, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, referred to the com. 
mittee on naval affairs. 

The speaker presented several executive docy, 
ments. 

Suspension of apportionment law. On motion of Mr. 
Campbell the house proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill to suspend the operation of the second sec. 
tion of the act entitled “An act for the apportion. 
ment of representatives among the several states ao. 
cording to the sixth census.?” [This bill suspends the 
operation of the said section, so as that it shall not 
operate on the 28th congress. ] 

After a speech from Mr. Campbell, and a call for 
the previous question, the vote on its passage was 
then taken and the bill rejected, by yeas 90, nays 9), 
The house then refused to reconsider the vote. 


Contested elections. ‘The house then proceeded {o 


in relatic 
the offic 
have lea 
Mr. 
sit 
— , 
cation O1 
chair, m 
draw all 
tion shot 
“And 
pject « 
cred 
attendan 
mony a 
rtinen 
tion.” 
The s 
der if tl 
The q 
was tak 
noes 65. 

















: ive, the 
consider the bill to ‘“‘regulate the taking of testimo. O Civil 
ny in cases of contested elections.”’ solved i 

Mr Halsted moved an amendment, which would the ques 




























leave the bill precisely as it passed the last session, Mine coa 


The amendment was agreed to; and the bill asf wr. J 
amended was passed; yeas 105, nays 82. history 

Civil and diplomatic appropriations. The house then ffrom thi 
went intocommittee on this bill. Mr. Merriwether perintet 
moved to strike out the appropriation of $1500 for MB governt 
the secretary to sign patents. [A bill abolishing the MM Mr. J 
office has heretofore passed the house, and is before [tious m: 


scientifi 
much s} 


the senate]. After some discussion, the motion was 
rejected by a vote of ayes 41, noes 87. 


The committee then rose and the house adjourned, # Mr. | 
Sarurpay, Fes. 25. Claimants. Mr. J. L. Wil. the wor 
liams introduced a joint resolution authorising the Mr. « 
secretary of the treasury to pay such sums of money gee dispe 
as have been awarded by the commissioners to the HiRes of 
claimants under the 17th article of the Cherokee Mr. | 
treaty, concluded in 1835; provided the amount shal] § ments, 
not exceed one hundred thousand dollars. ment W 
The resolution, after a struggle of three hours, Mtce on t 
was passed; yeas 88, nays 84. ter the 
Illinois lands. Mr. Reynolds moved to reconsider MiMsand di 
the vote by which the house laid upon the table the HMshall be 
bill to repeal so much of a Jaw as exempts from tax. MM tendent 
ation, for five years, the public lands sold in the stale val off 
of Illinois. parties, 
Mr. Casey moved to lay the motion on the table, Mi@the cor 
which was carried in the affirmative. shall re 
Naval appropriations. Mr. Wise, from the commit. for this 
mittee on naval affairs, reported the navy bill, as re ized. 
turned from the senate with amendments, which ployed 
were ordered to be printed. bUnited 
Civil appropriations. The house resolved itself into Hi ful pro 
a committee of the whole, and resumed the conside- Mito be e 
ration of the bill making appropriations for the civil officers 
and diplomatic expenses of the government for the Mi work. 
fiscal year commencing the first of July, 1843, and Hi hereafi 
ending on the thirtieth of June, 1844. future 
Mr. C.J. Ingersoll moved to reduce the appropria- The 
tion for the contingent expenses of the judicial JM hundre 
courts a hundred thousand dollars. for the 
Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Tillinghast, and Saltonstall, HB the 
opposed the amendment. houon 
Mr. McClellan thought judiciary expenses and ex: Ji iousa 
travagances needed curtailing. Mr. Gordon also Mr. 
thought that abuses existed which needed correcting; Hip ug fir 
an attorney, said he, received $400 for drawing a sine Bip cert: 
gle brief, a sum as much as he could earn a whole bal ac! 
year. used, 
The amendment of Mr. Ingersoll was adopted. States 
The next clause, appropriating $100,000 for the ie Was a 
superintendent and assistants of coast survey having J or an 
been read, The 
Mr. Mallory submitted an amendment, which he for ca 
said proposed a reorganization of the work, and Was st 
which would correct many of the abuses which were and di 
believed to exist. It would save to the country The 
twenty or thirty thousand dollars by dispensing with amenc 
the services of numerous civil assistants, and sub- The 
stituting officers of topographical corps, and officers JM Presid 
of the navy. motio 
Mr. Charles Brown proposed to reduce the amount J Mr. 
to $40,000; and pronounced Mr. Hassler physically Ing te 
and mentally incompetent to carry on the work. ance | 
Mr. Everett replied to the gentleman from Penn- thoria 
sylvania, when the committee rose and reported pro 1842. 
gress, and the house adjourned. ane 
Monpay, Fes. 27. On motion of Mr. Gentry, the & mieki 
house took up and passed the bill entitled ‘An actto Mr 
perfect the titles to lands south of the Arkansas "rr & y 
ver, held under New Madrid locations and pre-emp- F ,..., 
tion rights, under the act of 1814.” Me 
Arbitrary removals from office. Mr. Toland asked priati 
leave to offer the following: ; 


° ° ' par 
Resolved, That the select committee to which was F part 
referred the letter of the secretary of the treagyrY | 
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in relation to the removal of Jonathan Roberts from 


P 
a office of collector of the port of Philadelphia, 


d 
have leave to sit during the session of the house. |p 
Mr. W. W. Irwin objected. Mr. Toland moved a 
gispension of the rules. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin asked that the following modifi- 
cation of the resolution, which he would send to the 
chair, might be read; and said that he would with- 
draw all opposition to the resolution if his modifica- 
tion should be accepted: 

«And that the select committee, appointed on the 
subject of the removal of Jonathan Roberts, be di- 
rected to issue subpoenas forthwith, commanding the 
aitendance of any witness or witnesses whose testi- 
mony any member of said committee may deem 
pertinent and material to the matter under investi- | t 

tion.” t 
The Speaker said the modification would be in or- 
der if the rules should be suspended. 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules 
was taken, and the vote being taken, stood: ayes 83, 
noes 65. So, two-thirds not voting in the affirma- 
tive, the rules were not suspended. 

Civil and diplomatic appointments. The house re- 
solved itself into committee, and took up this bill— 
the question pending being on the appropriation for 
the coast survey. 

Mr. Everett resumed his remarks, entering into a 
history of the subjecf, and defending Mr. Hassler 
from the attacks of those who do not desire the su- 
perintendent to be keptin the employment of the 
government. 

Mr. Randolph was in favor of some more expedi- 
tious mode than was now pursued—so that the great 
scientific results desired may be attained with as 
much speed as possible. 

Mr. Wise briefly begged the house not to destroy 
the work. 

Mr. Johnson of Tenn. expressed himself in favor 
of dispensing with Mr. Hassler, and employing offi- 
cers of our army and navy. 


Mr. C. Brown and Mr. Randolph submitted amend- 
ments, which were rejected; and then the amend- 
ment was agreed to (reported by the select commit- 
tee on the coast survey) providing, in effect, that, af- 
ter the present appropriation of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars shall be expended, a board of officers 
shall be organized, to consist of the present superin- | 
tendent, his two principal assistants, and the two na-| 
val officers now in charge of the hydrographical 
parties, and four from among the principal officers of 
the corps of topographical engineers; none of whom 
shall receive any additional compensation whatever 
for this service, and who shall sit. as soon as organ- 
ized. The plan of said board shall cause to be em- 
ployed as many officers of the army and navy of the 
United States as will be compatible with the success- 
ful prosecution of the work; the officers of the navy 
tobe employed on the hydrographica! parts, and the 
officers of the army on the topographical parts of the 
work. And no officer of the army or navy shall} 
phereafter receive any extra pay oui of this or any 
future appropriations for surveys. 
The clause appropriating thirteen thousand three 
hundred and eighty-one dollars and sixty-nine cents, 
for the support and maintenance of the penitentiary 
of the District of Columbia having been read, on 
motion of Mr. Boardman the sim was reduced to five 
thousand dollars. 
Mr. Underwood offered an amendment appropria- 
ting five thousand dollars, to send au agent abroad to 
ascertain the progress cf the construction of the ca- 
tal across the Isthmus of Darien, and how it can be 
wed, when completed, by citizens of the United 
States. After aslizht discussion, the amendment 
Was adopted, after being modified so as to provide 
foran overland mail over the Isthmus. 
The appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars 
for carrying on the work at the Boston custom house 
Was stricken out, yeas 76, nays 54, and fifty thous- 
and dollars was substituted. 
The committee then rose and reported the bill and 
amendments to the house. 
The treaty of Washington. A message from the 
President [page 6] was laid before the house, and on 
Motion it was read. 
_ Mr. Fillmore subinitted an amendment appropriat- 
ing ten thousand dollars for the payment of the bal- 
ance of expenses, in full, for negotiating the loan au- 
thorized under the act of July 21, 1841, and April 15, 
1842. The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. Adams proposed an amendment, which was 
! adopted, appropriating $3 000 for the salary of a com- 
missioner to the Sandwich Islands. 
Mr. J. R. Ingersoll submitted an amendment, which 


| Was adopted, appropriating $500 for a consul at Bey- 
Pout, 


u 
v 


y 








Mr. Botts moved a proviso to the clause making ap- 
| Priation for diplomatic expenses, to the effect that no 


cy may occur during the present session of congress 


was agreed to—ayes 76, noes 67. 
of special or travelling post office agents to $1,000 a 
expenses. 


$10,000 for publishing anaccount of the discoveries | 
of the exploring expedition. | 


Kennedy, of Maryland, from the committee on com- | 
merce, made a report on the subject of memorials, | 
which had been referred to it from general conven- | 
tion of the friends of African colonization, conclud- |" The committee rose an 
ing with joint resolutions to appoint an agent to pro- | ment to the house. 

ceed to Africa, empowered to form treaties or con-| 
ventions with the native tribes for the advaacement 
of American commerce and the suppression of the | a 
slave trade—and that the secretary of ‘the state re- | the amendment (simply filling up the blank) was 
port thereon at the next session. 


belonged to the United States. 
was submitted in the report provides for an inquiry. i 
into the subject of what settlements are supposed to | 

be held by the United States. 
quired the secretary of state to make a 


exist, or which ought to exist between the colonies | 


ayment of the salary or outfit of any minister, charge ; hour terminated, and the committee proceeded to 
affairs, or other foreign ministers, who may be ap- | vote. 

ointed to any post now vacant, or in which a vacan- | Mr. Cushing moved to fill the blank with a sum not 
exceeding $217,728, (being the sum total claimed by 
nless the appointment be made by and with the ad- | the two states of Maine and Massachusetts. ) 

ice and consent of the senate. The amendment; pr, Briggs moved to amend the amendment, so as 
‘to insert a sum not exceeding $206,934 79 for the 
state of Maine, and $10,792 95 for the state of Mas- 
: V 4 | sachusetts. 

ear, with an allowance of $2 aday for travelling) Mr. Cushing accepted this as a modification, and 
isa ...._| the blank was filled accordingly. 

Saaeewerrs Wes BNO adopted, appropriating | Mr. Meruvether moved to strike out section 6. Re- 


| jected. 


Several other amendments having been voted on, | Mr. Fverelt then moved the amendment (of which 


he committee then arose with instruction to report, he had given notion) making it the duty of the com- 
vag Wt pgp to ety _mander of each vessel to visit all vessels found on the 
29 feel oe ARO | coast of Africa, or within one hundred leagues there- 
J . ’ | of, which he shall have reason to suspect to be Amer- 
Tuespay, Fes. 28. Intercourse with Ifrica. Mr. | ican, engaged in the slave trade, solely for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining if such vessels are American, 
| &e., which motion, by ayes 22, noes 105, was re- 
jected. 


An amendment was agreed to, limiting the salary 


d reported the bill and amend- 


| Mr. Wise demanded the previous question. 
| ‘The main question was ordered; and, being taken, 


| agreed to, and the bill was ordered toa third reading 


] Smart - | at this time. 
Mr. Adams inquired whether any of these colonies | “" , | having been read, and the question being, 


: : og Aieh | “Shall this bill pass?” 
Mr. Kennedy replied that the proposition which) “yy. @ 5 Ingersoll moved that the house adjourn.— 


Lejected. 
The last resolution re-| Mr. Briggs demanded the previous question, which 
report as to; was seconded. And the main question was ordered 
the character of the practical relations which now to be now taken. 
Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, demanded the yeas and 
and the United States. inays, which were ordered; and, being taken, were: 
Mr. Adams said they had no time now to discuss | yeas 137, nays 40). 
this question, but in his mind it was very important; So the bill was passed. 
so far as it relates to our commerce with foreign | A reconsideration of the vote was moved, and the 
powers and the suppression of the slave trade. | question being taken, (under the operation of the 
The usual number of copies was ordered to be, previous question, )the house refused to reconsider the 
printed; and Mr. Kennedy gave notice that he should ; vote. 
move the printing of three thousand extra copies. And, at a late hour the house adjourned. 
Army bill. Mr. Allen reported that the committee} Wepnespay, Marcu l. Mr. Barnard offered the 
on conference of the two houses had come to a con-! following, which was adopted: 
clusion on the disagreeing points in the army bill—)| Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested 
The report was concurred in; and the bill sent to the | to cause a plan and estimates to be prepared at the 
president for his signature. | topographical bureau, or otherwise within his depart- 
Texas and the United States. Mr. dams from the; ment, and Jaid before congress at its next session, for 
committee on foreign affairs, asked to be discharged) a room or apartment in the capitol, or to be added 
from the further consideration of the memorials ask- | thereto, for the better accommodation of the sittings 
ing for the annexation of Texas to the United States; | of the house of representatives. 
and, as an individual member of the committee, sub-| The house concurred in the amendments of the 
mitted two resolutions, declaring, Ist. That there is} senate to the bill making appropriations for fulfilling 
in the constitution no power to annex any foreign| certain Indian treaties. 
power to this union; and, 2d. That to annex Texas| The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
to the union would be nulland void, and that the free | tion from the treasury department, in reply to a re- 
states ought not to permit such a proceeding. He' solution, enclosing correspondence between the re- 
moved that the resolution be referred to the commit-| presentatives of foreign governments in relation to 
tee of the whole and printed, |the operation of the present tariff. Also, from the 
Objection being made the resolutions were not re- | same department, giving a statement of the amount 
ceived. |of fines and forfeitures received and collected by 
Imprisonment for debt. The bill to amend the laws | ofiicers of the government. 
regulating imprisonment for debt in the district of! The house concurred in the amendment of the se- 
Columbia, (designed to affect favorably Amos Ken-) nate to the fortification bill. 
dall, in consequence of certain former official pro-| The house went into committee on the navy ap- 
ceedings,) was read a third time and passed. | propriation bill; and discussed the amendment of the 
General appropriation bill. The civil and diplomatic | senate to strike out that part which provides that the 
appropriation bill was taken up, and all the amend-, duties of the bureau of provisions and clothing shall 
ments agreed to in committee were concurred in, ex-| be discharged by a captain in the navy. 
cept that offered by Mr. Botts, viz.that no part ofthe| The house refused to concur in the amendment of 
appropriation for diplomatic expenses shall be ap-! the senate, ayes 52, noes 83. 
plied to the salary or outfit of any minister, charge| The question was then taken on the senate’s a- 
d’affairs, or other foreign representative, who may | mendment, to strike out the proviso in the bill that 
be appointed to any post now vacant (or in which aj no one shall be appointed to the head of the medical 
vacancy may occur during the session. of congress,| bureau, unless he has seen five years sea service, and 
unless the appointment be made by and with the ad-| the proviso was stricken out—ayes 90, noes 35. 
vice and consent of the senate. ) Other various amendments having been disposed 
The treaty. The house went into committee of the | of, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, the committee rose 
whole and took up the bill making appropriations for | and reported the bill and amendments to the house. 
carrying the treaty into effect. |The main question was ordered to be now taken, 
Mr. McKeon addressed the committee in opposition | (being on the amendments.) 
to carrying the treaty into effect in consequence ofthe| The first amendment of the senate was concurred 
alledged difference of its interpretation by the two|in. ‘The second amendment, which transfers the 
governments. duties of chief of the bureau of provisions and clo- 
Mr. Cushing spoke in favor of the necessary appro- | thing toa captain of the navy, was by ayes 72, noes 
priations and concluded by moving that the commit-| 66, concurredin. The three next amendments were 
tee rise for the purpose of limiting debate, but with-| concurred in. 
drew the motion on the request of Mr. Everett, so as | On concurring in the sixth amendment of the se- 
to give the latter the floor; whereupon the committee | nate, which relates to the dry dock at Brooklyn, Mr. 
rose. | McClellan asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
The house then adopted a resolution offered by Mr. | dered; and, being taken, were yeas 85, nays 89. So 
Yorke limiting the debate to half an hour, and again | the amendinent was not concurred in. 
resolved itself into committee. Mr. Everett addres- The seventh, eighth, and ninth amendments of the 
sed the committee advocating the treaty. | senate were concurred in. 
Mr. Allen of Maine, replied to certain portions of} And then the bill was returned to the senate, and 








© part of the appropriation shall be applied to the 
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Mr. E’s. address and was still speaking when the half! the house adjourned. 
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AvanLancue. Several portions of Mount Ida, which 
overlooks Troy, New York, have recently become de- 
tached and spread devastation in descending to a firmer 
basis. Many lives were lost in the year 1839, by a simi- 
lar slide from the same elevation—but it failed to deter 
others from adventuring to build residences within range 
of a like incident. ‘The consequence was, that on the 
7th ult. ten or twelve dwellings, including 30 to 40 indi- 
viduais were, as if in an instant, overwhelmed in de- 
sirucion. ‘Two slides have occurred since the above 
disasier, but no lives were lost. ‘The damage to proper- 
ty exclusive of buildings, by the slide of the 7th ult. is 
estimated at $3,425. 


Bank trem. The Commercial bank of New Or- 


leans suspended payment on the 20th ult. Notes of the 
bank were at 20 per cent. discount. 


Bankrupt naw. ‘The senate have, by aves 32, nays 
13, passed the bill from the house to repeal the bankrupt 
act, reserving the cases that are in progress, authority to 
mature. 

Number and classification of petitioners in relation to 
the bankrupt Jaw, during the late and present session 
of congress—from the report of the judiciary com- 
mitfee. 

During last session of senate, the number of petitioners 


wihio asked for a repeal of the bankrupt act, 2,133 
The number who petioned against repeal, 42.169 
The number who asked a modification, 1,206 
‘I'he number for a modification or repeal, 4,343 
‘The number for a postponement, 447 


Norr.—The specific prayer of each class of petition- 
ers 1s here set down as stated in their petitions. 

Resolutions passed the legis!atures of the stares of Con- 
necticut, Maine, and Mississippi, for a repeal. 

The legislature of Delaware passed resolutions against 
repeal, 

‘The state of llinois for a repeal or modification. 

The state of Rhode Island for a suspension of the act. 
During the present session the number of petitioners for 

a repeal of the bankrupt act at the present session, 3,107 
Number opposed to the repeal, including 552 peti- 

tioners Who are opposed tothe repeal, but are 

willing to a modification, 
The siates of Vertnont and Ohio, passed for repeal. 

In the district court of the United States, in Massachu- 
setts, (says the Boston Daily Advertiser,) the amount of 
funds deposited in the court, arising from the estates of 
bankrupts since the law went into operation, is $143,- 
760, of which there has been distributed $56,485. ‘The 
number of bankrupts is over 3,000, and the number of 
papers which have been filed in bankruptcy is over 
75,000. 

‘The above returns, which reach only to the 5th De- 
cember, and did not include, Nerth Carolina, Louisiana, 
nor the northern districtuf Mississippi. The total number 
of bankrupts will no doubt exceed 40,000, Supposing these 
to have owed on an average $5,000 each, the total amount 
would recali $200,000,000. 

A number of petitions numerously signed, were sent 
to Washington from New York, praying the president to 
exercise his veto power upon thebill repealing the bank- 
rupt law. 

The president has signed the bill, and the bankrupt law 
no longer operates, except upon cuses in progress. 

GENERAL Cass, reaclied his home, Detroit, Michigan, 
on ihe 15th ult. and was most cordially welcomed by the 
authorities. 

Henry Cray, left N. Orleans on the 16jh ult. on his 
return to Ashiand. 


Cincinnati. A distressing incident occured on the 
night of the 27th ult. A fire broke out in one of the large 
pork establishments, and from the generation of gas pro 
duced by the flames before bursting out, or from some 
cause as yet unknown, an explosion tovok place, which 
scattered the walls in all directions, and buried many 
under the fragments. Nine persons were killed, some ol 
them of the first respectability,—fourteen persons were 
severely and about twenty slightly wounded. 


A COMET VISIBLE aT Noon-Day! A gentleman from 
Braintree, of a higily respectable character, informs that 
yesierday, about noon, the inhabitants of that town 
were alarmed at the sight of a large heavenly body, re- 
sembling a comet, in the south eastern part of the sky— 
and having a tail or train of considerable length. It 
was Clearly visible to the naked eye for the space of near- 
Jy an hour, until lost in the mist. Ik was also seen yes- 
terday, we understand. 

‘The Portland Advertiser of this morning, says it was 
seen at that place at noon-day. [Boston Mer, Jour. 


6,495 


Tue Cutna war, being ended, it isa matter of inte- 


rest, says the Indian Spectator, to learn what portion of 


the 21,000,000 of indemity money is to be made over as 
prize money, to those whose valor wrung the treasure 
trom the enemy? Besides the indemnity, 172 immense 
guns, mostof them copper—those taken at Chinhae 
alone sold at Calcutia for $46,000, whet disposition is to 
be made of this prize money? All the copper guns ta- 
ken at Woosung, and 34 others, 12 and 24 pounders, are 
sent to Calcutta; besides immense quantities of warlike 
instruments. 

Cororep Peorie. A presentment having been made 
by the grand jury of Baltimore county, the attention oi 
the legislature of Maryland was attracted to the fact of 
the existence of secret societies of colored persons, pro- 
fessing to be masonic, whereupon the committee on the 











colored population, in the senate of Maryland. has re- 
ported a bill against the organization of secret sacieties 
among the colored population in this state. ‘The penal- 
ties are very severe. 


Cory, is now reaching the Chesapeake from New Or- 
enti It costs twenty cents in the west and sells at 45 
ere. 


Tue Corron Crop, of the past vear, from the Jatest 
data, it is said will reach to 8,500,000 bales, a large in- 
crease, about equivalent to the increased consumption. 


Deatus, during the last week in New York 167, of 


which 37 were by consumption. 

In Philadelphia the week before last 98, of which 50 
were children; 17 died of consumption; last week 84, 
of which 25 were under one year; 11 died of consump- 
tion. 

In Baltimore 52, of which 18 were under one year; 8 
died of consumption, 12 were free colored and 4 slaves. 

Right Rev. Bishop A. V.. Griswold, of the Episcopal 
church, Boston, on the 16th whilst on his way to visit his 
associate, Bishop Eastburn, fell, and expired in a few 
moments, of a disease of the heart, to which he had been 
subject. 

Bishop Griswold in the course of his life ordained 
“r -_ than 128 priests, 171 deacons, and confirmed 

2,104. 

By this death the Right Rev. Philander Chase. be- 
comes semor bishop of the Episcopal church in the Unit- 
ed States. The eastern diocese, is dissolved, and Maine, 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island, will hereafter con- 
eh three dioceses, each of which may chose a bi- 
shop. 

Dr, Henry Mead of Connecticut, of whom it is said 
he was “the first man that manufactured Porcelain or 
China ware in this country—the first man that manu- 
factured pins in this country—and the first nan that re- 
fined Camphor in this country,” died—as a genius dies, 
in poverty and want, at New York on the 20th ult.— 
age 609. 

Judge Thatcher who for twenty years presided in the 
criminal court, Boston, died on the 22d ult. 

A female servant of Robert H. Lanham, esq. Prince 
George county. Mary and, died on the 11th ult. aged 111 
years, having been born in 1732. 


Eartuquakes. Dreadful loss of life! The shock of 
the 8th February, which was felt in various parts of the 
U. States was awlul in the West Indies. At the Island 
of Dominica by the latest accounts, a volume of smoke 
was seen to ascend from the south of the island, but no 
intelligence has yet reached from thence. At Antigua, 
five lives were lost, and a vast deal of property. All the 
mills and sugar works injured, and greater part of the 
crop lost. 

Point Petre, in Gaudaloupe, letters from St. Johns and 
St. Thomas, state, has heen destroyed, and ten thousand 
persons are suppased to have been killed! Nevis, Mont- 
serrat, Barbadoes, &c. &c., have suffered much, but to 
what extent is not yet known. At St. Thomas, the 
shock was severe and lasted for two minutes, but the 
damage was not material. 

We dread to hear of the effects of the shock felt in 
this country at about 1] o’clock on the night of 16th ult. 
At Florence, Alabama, the earth vibrated for nearly a 
minute, waking persons from slumber. It was accom- 
panied by a noise like the rattling of dvors and win- 
dows. About the same time it was sensibly felt at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., St. Louis, Cincinnati, &e. 

A later report has ieached us from St. Thomas’ stat- 
ing that a part of the island of Montserrat had disap- 
peared on the 8th February. 

Vessels which arrive from various directions, report 
having felt those shocks at sea, very sensibly. 


Exrection. A third attempt to elect representatives to 
congress from the vacant districts of Massachusetis, is 
to take place on the 3d of April. 

Elections for representatives to congress took place in 
South Carolina, last week. We have received the re- 
sult of two districts. Jehn Cumpbell, esq. is re-elected 
without opposition, and Robert Barnwell Rhett is re-elec- 
ted over Mr. Totti, now also a member, but who is 
tlirown into a district with Mr. Rhett, under the new 
apportionment. 

Later. This morning’s mail brings us returns show- 
ing that Mr. Holmes is re-elected by a large majority and 
that Mr. Black, is elected in the Ist, and Mr. Bunt in the 
5th district. 

Wm. Ferret, (whig) was elected mayor of N. Orleans, 
on the 20th ult. by a majority of 315 votes being it is said 
the largest whig majority ever obtained there. 


Excnances. Notwithstanding. the influx of specie 
from abroad, exchanges continue in our tavor. New 
York on London, is 6:65; on France, 5,42}; domestic 
exchanges fluctuate little trom our last quotations except 
on Alubama; Mobile 27. 


Hurricane. A destructive gale swept the coasts of 
England, Ireland, France, and even the Mediterranean, 
from the wesi, on the 14th and 15th January. The coast 
was strewed with wrecks, and many vessels lost with 
all their crews. A number of American vessels were 
either totally lost or severely damaged. 


Letters. The number of letters brought by the Aca- 
dia is estimated at 30,000; which would yield at only 
twenty-five cents each, the sum of $7,500. They will 
probably average much higher than twenty-five cents, 
and yield not far from $20,000. ‘The British govern- 
ment can well afford to pay Cunard £60,000 per annuin 
for mai] transportation. 


———. 
| Mitrerism. The number of melancholy instances » 
infatuation of which accounts reach us, induced by the 
predictions of the near approach of the end of the worlq 
are too serious to allow us to laugh, even at the ladic. 
rous with which other accounts abound. A number of 
persons have actually committed suicide, and in some 
instances accompanied the act with the additional crime 
of murder, A mother, for instance, poisoned herself and 
all her children last week, and a father attempted a sim. 
ilar tragedy. Meantime, a warm dispute, it seems, hiag 
arisen amongst the Millerites as to when the great even 
is to, or was to have occurred. The period confidently 
predicted by one of their preachers, has expired. Some 
of the devotees, attired in their resurrection robes, were 
actually nearly frozen to death, waiting in a bleak, ex. 
posed situation out of doors, the awful consummation 9 
all things! A .mischevious lad, hearing one of thei 
preachers announ<ing to a crowded congregation.that the 
‘final trumpet would sound, blew a blast upon his horp 
so loud and terrific,as to throw the assemblage into a state 
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of fearful censternation. 4 ted 
‘T'he Boston Post says, “the work upon the temple hosil Cyronic 


ceased! Brother Himes has returned from his tour and 
declares that he will never preach in such a building~ 
that it isn’t good enough! The contractor is out of funds 
and the world burners are about equally divided on the 

oints of completing or abandoning the great work— 
I'he leading men now intimate that the end of all things 









































may not take place quite as soon as they have predicted Tue A 
while their followers say that the conflagration was po-fiy the del 
sitively promised at a certain period, and they hold thefih., queer 


prophets to the fulfilment of their prophecies. Amid 
these conflicts, we should not be astonished if the world 


i aty bet 


should last longer than the temple.” wrote 

The Berks and Schuylkill®Journal states that a storegperning ¢ 
keeper named Gaylord, residing about six miles below pf that se 
Wilkesbarre, gave notice a few days ago, that his storefmed by the 
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was at the service of the public, “free gratis and for no 
thing.” The deputy sheriff of the county attended, by 
| request, to hand out the goods; a large crowd was in at 
‘tendance, consisting chiefly ofold ladies with well cram. 
med handkerchiefs. The stock of goods was in the 
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think that they had enough of the article to last during 
the term. As to the the progress of Millerism, it is said 
that a great many people seein to be ‘coming into the 
measure! ” 


Packet suites, The Hottinguer, from Liverpool, for 
N. York, with a cargo of 100 tons, went on shore off N, 
York on the 24 ult., but got off again without serious da 
mage. ‘The packet ship North American will probably 
be vot off also. 

The packet ship Independence arrived at New York, 
on the 26th ult. in 21 days from Liverpool. 


Specie. The Acadia steamer brought $992,000 in 
specie. So says the Boston Transcript. The Boston 
Bulletin says the amount is fully £400,000, or in round 
number $2,000,000. The tarifl is operating very kindly, 








On the 19:h ult. $162,000 were Ianded at N. Orleans In the 
‘from Tampico. all the © 
| Sreamers. The Sandusky, wintering in Buffalo creek, mm, 
' was burnt to the water’s edge on the 23d ult. loss $20,000, nestic k 

The steamer Bangor, capt. Dunn, which left Boston of Well 
last August for Constantinople, was, by the jast accounts Me!0- In 
at Trebisonde, in the Black Sea, at which place she ar f*l beg t 
rived from Constantinople, with 700 passengers! She fmost th 
was to return to Constantinople with about the same fiithe real 
number. An admirable illustration of Yankce enter Mlernmen 

rise. 4 
y The Acadia left Boston on the Ist inst. with 16 passen: pe ; 
, poe We ajesty 
gers, 21,000 letters, and 50 bushels newspapers. subject 

Srocxs have improved decidedly, say from 2 to 5 pet Miwas aln 
cent—and the operations at N. York, U. States Hiked her 

| 6's are now 10421043; N. York canal fund 103; N. York HMy,. aj 
| fives, 97; seven’s, 105; Olio sixes, 74; Kentucky sixes, Mis. o¢, 
(84; Llinois and Indiana, 21a23. that of 

The Price Current of Messrs. Baring, Brothers & Co MY! 
London, Feb. 3, remarks that there is no general return tobbery 
of confidence, or of a desire, notwithstanding the abun gmetamen 
dance of money, to invest in American stocks, even a gginerest 
the present reduced rate, and that the transactions are Mj that wa 
of irregular occurrence, and for limited amounts. Some every € 
of the quotations are, Massachusetts five per cent. 90; 

New York state do. 81; city do. 79; Ohio six per cent. The 
67; Pennsylvania five per cent. 47; South Carolina do. where 
87; Alabama do. 60; Indian do. 20a21; U. States Bank aetine 
shares 103. ‘This, they remark, are not prices at which } ro 
any large amounts could be either so!d or bought. ited 4 

TEMPERANCE REFORM. The citizens of Bangor. Me HH the hel 
on the 18ch nit. at a public meeting, by a vote of 473 0 fested | 
31, instruct we? city authorities to grant no more licen Cortes 
ces for selling liquor. 

At Glondontes, Mass. the sale of liquors is abandoned, @ °Xtro! 
and vessels trading there have entered into pledges no! to § Sent ai 
take any to the place. ' 

At Valatic, N. York, after listening to a temperance §  Lisb 
discourse by Mr. Kelbourn, the grocer rolled out his & sions j 
casks of liquor, and burned it in the street, and 200 pet" & factor 
sons signed the temperance pledge. of the 

Temperance tea parties are all the rage in Restor which 
One was given at Fanguil Hall on Friday night, at which J the 6 
from 600 to 800 ladies and gentlemen attended. gal by 

Treasury Notes. The amount outstanding on the Bto the 
Ist inst. as officially reported is $11,656,387 45. lure. 

New York city. The number of buildings erected : List 
in 1842, is 912; in 1841, 971. gotiat 
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